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PREFACE. 


8 S à long Preface to à little 
ry, Book is out of all Kind of Taſte 
Fand Proportion, and has upon 
e RL that Account, been often com- 


2 I 


pared to a large pompous Porch 
before a ſmall Houſe ; ſo I think 
a Book with no Preface at all, is, juſt like a 
Houſe that has no Windows on that Side you are 
to go in; the Houſe may poſſibly have Light 
enough within from ſome other Quarter, but it 
gives a very melancholy forbidding Proſpect to the 
Eyes of the Bebolder. A long tedicus Preface, 
to be ſure, can anſwer no other End, but to 
ſwell out the Book ; yet I think ſomething of this 
8 wf 16 neceſſary, to give the Reader a ſhort 
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Sketch" of the Author's Deſign. An Author 


 foould never be ſo unmanneriy to bis Readers, as 
to lay them. under an abſolute Reſtraint, either 


of going quite thro' bis Treatiſe (which may 
Poſſibly not requite their Labour) or elſe, throw- 
ing it utterly afide ; but like a civil obliging 
Cook, give bis Cuſtomers a conciſe Detail of his 
Provifi tons, without putting them to the unrea- 


ſonable J rouble to rumage over the Larder 


themſelves, and then every one is at Liberty to 


Z take, or leave as likes bim beſt. 


My Den then, in the following Apology for 


the Clergy, is, in the firſt Place, to root out 
tboſe unhappy Prejudices, which are harbour'd 


and cheriſh'd againſt this Order of Men, not by 
Diſſenters alone, but 5y thoſe Men, obo (if they 


are of any Reli gion at all) paſs for Members 
of the eftabliſh'd Church; and, in the next 


Place, to give a ſerious Hint to thoſe un- 
thinking Clergymen, who, by their indiſcreet and 


negligent Lives, may habe given too much 
"Handle for thoſe Objections, which are made 


Pleas of by Diſſenters, in Defence of Separa- 
tion. For we of the Clergy ought to remember, 
that notwithſtanding theſe Objections, are but 
weak Reaſons in Defence of Separation; yet, 


they are very ſtrong ones, why we foould en- 


deavour to remove them; and by the Excellency 
of eur Lives, as well as Doctrines, to take a- 
way this Stumbling-Block, at which it is pre- 


| tended yu many of our "work Brethren flumble and 
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fall. For tho' an infamous-living Clergyman, is 
but a ſorry Plea in Defence of Scbiſin; yet it 
_ avill be found a fearful Aggravation of that 
Man's Crime, who has given the Separatiſts this 
ſeemingly plaufible Handle for leaving the Church 
and that which is their Defence, will be our Con- 
demnation. We are told indeed, by the unerring 
Lip of Truth, that it is impoſſible, but Offences 
will come; but this abſolute Certainty of their 
coming, is ſo far from being any Excuſe to the 
Man, *who has any hand in them, that there is a 
moſt emphatical Wo denounced. againſt that Man 
by whom the Offence cometh. 5 
be appris'd what thoſe Accuſations are, which 
Separatiſts lodge againſt the Clergy of the Church 
England; I have in the following Pages ſet 
them all down; and as the Reader will find Ig- 
norgnce one grand Objection againſt the Clergy, I 
thought it not amiſs to beflow a Page or two ex- 
traordinary upon it. And fince, to declaim upon 
the Ignorance of the Clergy, is become ſuch 4 
popular and common Topick in the Mouth of every 
little Pretender to Learning, and pert Retailer 
of Wit, T wonder why. more of the Clergy, even 
for their own Credit, won't be prevail'd upon to 
believe there is no Crime in Reading, nor any 
Abſurdity for thoſe Men, whoſe Office it is to in- 

firutt others, to lay in a little Fund of uſeful and 

Sound Learning. By this Means, we ſhould be 
able to diſcarge our Function with Reputation, 
and better qualified to anſwer the impious Cavils 
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vi REFA 
of the Enemies to Religion; this wou'd foon con- 
Fute that common Obſervation of tbe Country Par- 
ſens, viz. They bave a little Learning when th 

firſt leave the Univerſities, but loſe it again in 
4 few Years. And if ue did but know what a 


© powerful Confederacy we have to encounter, what 


a mix'd Multitude of Socinians, Preſbyterians, 


' Independants, Quakers, Anabaptiſis, Antinomi- 


ans, Meer-Morahjts, Feſuits, Free-Thinkers, and 


Methodiſts, all which, and an infinite Tribe of 
nameleſs Sects, are baloo'd on by the Vicar of 


Jeſus Chriſt and bis Creatures, to tear (true Chri- 


ian Charity) Chriſtians to Pieces, and to make 
Sport for Infidels and Atheiſts; if we did but, 


I fi, duly confider. theſe Things, we ſhould ſoon 


be convinc'd of the Neceſſity of learning, and 
that Study was not meerly a formal dull Exer- 
ciſe, fit only for heavy Bookiſh-Block-Heads, 


ut abſolutely requiſite to © enable us to give an 


An ſewer to every Man that aſteth us a Reaſon of 
the *Hope that is in ut, with Meeknefs and 


Fear,” and to confute the Sophiftry of the Ene- 
mis of Revelation. TICS. n 


There is one heavy Accuſation againſt us, viz. 


the ſhameful Neglect of the Paſtoral Care, <ohich 


has ſo bad a Sound, and gives fo much Offence 
7% all' ſenſible” well-meaning People, that I muſt 
beg of thoſe Clergymen, who are concern'd in 


"this Acruſation, to be ſo. good as to clear them- 


ſelves; and to excuſe me for giving them up to 


_ the” Difſenters to be treated as they-+deſerve. 
ph 1 R | Some 
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5 Oheck ion which: I bave ſet down in the 
following Pages, will very likely appear too 
trivial io deſerve any forma]! Anſiver, they 
Certainly are ſo, and the "Reader will find, I 
Baue as ſucb confider'd them; but however, let 
it be remember d, that whatever is innocent, or 
indifferent in 25 ceaſes to be ſo when attend: 
ed with any bad Conſequence to ourſelves or others, 
For the great Apoſtlès charitable Reſolution, 
may be apply'd to every other Caſe as well as that 
of abſtaining from Meats, and is well worthy 
our Imitation, in all our Cunduct and Behaviour 
towards our weak. and ignorant Brethren, For, 
bo St. Paul was fully fatisfy'd: in, bis own Mind, 
that as © an. Idol was nothing in the World, he 
_ might eat Fleſh in the Laas Temple without any 
Crime; yet Wor ame weak Brother, mi 865 
from thence be * emboldned to eat it as p Thing 
offer d to Taols, he declares, that be will eat no 
Fleſh while the World ſtangeth, leſt he ſhould 
make his Brother to offend, 1 Cor. viii. 13. 
As to the Performance of the following Trea- 
tiſe, I hope it will in ſome Sort come up to its 
Title as an Apology, being, IT think, a full Con- 
futation of the Separatiſts Accuſations againſt 
the Clergy, conſider d as Pleas for Separation. 
I might indeed, with the utmoſt Fuſtice and 
Truth, plead bath great Want of Time and 
Abilities for any Performance of this Nature; 
but fince thoſe muſt needs be © ſorry Excuſes for 
a Man's Writing but indiſferently, which are 


A4 very 


= 5 1 PRE FACE. f 
A very ſtrong Reaſons. why he ſhould not baue writ- 
mn at oll, T ſhall jay not one Word more, either. 
|} in behalf of myſelf, or this Performance ;- if 4 
* Boat is well wrote (wbich Jam far from having 
5 the Vanity to think this is) it flands. in need of 
no Apology; if it is not, none ill, or. ought z FO, 
be admitted in it's Favour, r. 
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i In a Wee a Gendema of F ortune, ba 
1 INTRODUCTION, 
es HEN ] 1 Fr heard the un- 
welcome News of your ha- 
2. ving commenced one of Mr. 
biteſelds Diſciples, I look d 
upon it as an ill- natur'd Re- 
port, induſtriouſly. rais'd, to 
* ) aſperſe your Character; nei- 
ther cou'd I give Credit to it, without * 


wy du had ſo Foun honour'd me, thereby 
 eltile dulei 
port of your being turn'd Methodiſt, that 


derſtand, that I had heard it confidently af. 


inflam'd the Nation, wou'd at length have 


whom you look'd upon as a dangerous Im- 


a 84 5 
ing tha Friendſhip and Correſpondence, with 
contin 55 (according to your ' own Motto 


not a little to my Pleaſure, 
Advantage; and it was on Account of this Re- 5 


gave you the Trouble of a Letter when 
was in Town laſt base letting you un 


firm'd by all your old Friends and Acquaint- 
ance ; but that I could not peſſibly believe it, 
without calling that Gentleman's Judgment in 
Queſtion; whoſe Depth of Reaſoning, and 
Quickneſs of Diſcernment, had as often made 
him the Subject of. Envy, as of Admiration; 
beſides, as I had heard not a Word about Mr. 
W- 4 in this Part of the World for fo 
long a Time, I was willing to hope that hot 
Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, which had once liked to 


cool'd and ſubſided of itſelf; nor little did I 
think, Sir, when you and I went to hear him 
harangue the Populace near * Barnet, that 
you wou'd ever become a Convert to a Man, 


poſtar, c. and wonder'd why the Govern- 


ment did not puniſh him as an Incendiary, and 
Diſturber of the Peace of the Nation. To 
which, if you remember, I anſwer'd, that the 


beſt Way would be to let him alone; and to 


follow that wiſe Determination of the learned 
2 In Hertfordbire, 
l Jewiſh 


. 105 
Yewsſb Doctor, As u. 38, 39. If this 
Counſel, or this Work, be of Men, it will come 
to naught ; but if it be of God," ye cannot over- 
throw it, left baply ye. be found even to fight 
againſt God; But how: Was I amaz d, Sir, 
a I found you, had infallibly contluded this 
[Counſel of Mr. /-——4, to be from Heaven, 
and. that you had: implicitly pinn'd your Salva- 
tion upon that Man's Sleeve, whomnot long ſince 
you took for a dangerous Impoſtor, &c. For 
in your Letter of December, 1744. you frankly 
own the Charge of Methodiſm, and but too 
evidently convince me of this melancholy Truth, 
by glorying in your new Opinion, and con- 
fidently boaſting you never knew what that 
true Faith was which was once deliver'd to.the 
Saints, till your happy + Converſion to Me- 
thodiſm; and what further heightned my Aſto- 
niſhment, was that black Lift of Accuſations 
againſt. the eftabliſh'd Clergy, ** which you de- 
< clare frightned you from the Community of 
« the Church of England, and forc'd you to 
look out for Salvation from ſome other Quar- 
<< ter.” - And as I peruſed your Letter a little 
lower, I found you- had not only quarrell'd 
with the Clergy, but with all thoſe who © are 
ſtill blindly attach'd to their Intereſt and 
DPoctrines; and when I came to underſtand, - 
that in Conſequence of this peeviſh Humour, 
you had taken up an odd Reſolution. to erect a 
nn, in a Proteſtant Country, by con- 


+ In Fes. 1743. 
verting 
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verting that good old Houſe into a recluſe Her- 


mitage, which had for ſo many Generations, 


to the Honour of its Owners, been juſtly re- 

nown'd for generous Hoſpitality, and — 
of Acceſs to all Perſons of Worth, or Objects of 
Neceſſity; when I was told that none were ad- 
mitted to your ſolemn Cave, but ſuch as bad 
theſe Words (and in your own Characters) Me- 
thodiſm, New- Birth, Election: c. ſtamp'd 


in their Foreheads, I then utterly deſpair'd of 


being ſuffer d to approach your awful Cell. And 
for this Reaſon, Sir, I have taken the Liberty 
of this Addreſs, by way of Anſwer, to thoſe 
many and heavy Accuſations againſt the Clergy 
of the Church of England, which you ſeem to 
have been at great Pains. to; muſter together 
from all Quarters. -- 

But I muſt beg Leave, Sir, before I enter 
upon your Objections, to range them into a little 


Order; for 1 find your preſent exalted Faith, 
makes you diſdain to write in that low abject 


Style, which other People, for the Sake of 


Method, are obliged to ſubmit to. Your Ob- 


jections then againſt the Clergy, may be re- ; 
diced as follows: The firſt are ſuch as relate 


tothe Clergy themſelves, the ſecond, ſuch as 


relate to their Doctrines. As to thoſe which 


relate to the Clergy, I will take them as th 


are ſet down in your own Liſt;; and, I confels, 


you have given in ſuch a long and black Cata- 


logue, as would make one think you had never 
known any of this Profeſſion, but ſuch as are 
80 — 


? 
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confeſſedly it's Scandal and eternal Reproach. 

Your firſt Objection then, which I fear pro- 
ceeds from a Spirit of Envy, is againſt the Right 
Reverend the Biſhops, whom you accuſe 
(with how much Decency I leave yourſelf to be 
Judge) of © ſhameful Indolence, and Neglect 
te in that High-Truſt committed to their Care.” 
But here, Sir, give me Leave to aſk what 
you mean by Neglect? Wou'd you have the 
Biſhops viſit each Corner of their Dioceſs, 
tho' never ſo extenſive, every Year? Or, are 
you offended (which ſeems to be the Caſe) be- 
cauſe the Biſhops don't perform the Duty of 
private Clergy-men, by conſtantly reading pub- 
lick Prayers, and Preaching every Sunday ? 
Surely, there is ſome Indulgence due to their 
Years; or, at leaſt, to the great Dignity of 
their Function ; have they not other Daties, 
that more immediately concern them as 
_ Biſhops, beſides Preaching, which of all fa- 
cred Offices, is confeſſedly the leaſt ? And tho 
St. Paul tells Timothy, that it behoves a Biſhop 
amongſt other Things, to be || 3Jzx1z5, one who 
is able to teach; yet, the Apoſtle does not tye 
a Biſhop down to the Office of Preaching ; 
this would: be to the great Hinderance of his 
other Epiſcopal Labours, ſuch as inquiring in- 
to the State and Diſcipline of the Church, the 
Lives and Manners of his Clergy, fectiſying 
their Diſorders, redrefling their Grievancee, 
encouraging the Sober a Diligent, and ad- 
| Firſt Epiſt. Tin. Chap. iii. ver." 2, 
moniſhing 
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moniſhing thoſe that are careleſs and remiſs in 
their reſpective Cures ; examining and approv- 
ing Candidates for Holy-Orders ; ſending fit 


and able Minifters into the Church; admini- 
ſtring of the Sacrament, laying on of Hands, 
Se. theſe, Sir, and ich like Duties are the 
great and momentous Employments of the 
Biſhops, who, as their“ Name imports, are 
not only appointed as Labourers in the Vine- 
yard, but as Overſeers in the Church, and vi- 


gilant Paſtors of the Flock of Chriſt: So that 


your Complaint againſt this higheſt Order of 
our Church, on Account of the Biſhops not 


by performing the Duty of private Clergymen, is 


not only in itſelf trifling, but ſeems to proceed 


from Envy and Pique, rather than from any 
real Ground of Complaint.” Or, ſuppoſing 
there may be ſome amongſt this venerable Or- 
der of Men, who don't diſcharge their High- 


Calling as they ought to do; yet, is this any 


| Reaſon why thoſe vigilant and faithful Stewards 


of God's Houſhold; muſt be promiſcuouſly 
treated with Rudeneſs and Contempt? Con- 
fider, Sir, for the Sake of good Manners, that 


it is a very ungenerous Thing to accuſe any 
Body of Men upon the ſingle Account of ſome 


one, or more, whoſe Conduct may not be alto- 
gether blameleſs. Tho' one may have incurr'd 


"your Diſpleaſure, is that any Reaſon why you 
muſt fall foul upon all? 1 fear Sir, your new 


Religion has quite eras'd that of Chriſt and his 
* 'Enicxore;, InſpeRor, vel Præſes. 
Apoſtles 


1 | 

Apoſtles aut of your Memory; otherwiſe you 
would have cal to Mind, that our Saviour 
was an utter Enemy to all ſcurrilous and op- 
obrious Language, and that when he was 

reviled himſelf, he reviled not again. And 
St. Paul, tho' a Man of undaunted Courage, yet 
he was ſorry for having uſed the Fewiſh High- 
Prieſt with indecent Language; he had the 
good Senſe to. own his Fault, and tho' he was 
provok'd to call the High-Prieſt, Whited Mall; 
ſtill he acknowledges himſelf in an Error for 
tranſgreſſing that divine Command, Exod. xxii. 
28. Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy 
People. But perhaps, Sir, it would be an 
Infringement of your Privilege, to deny you 
the Pleaſure of Calumny, and to expect, that 
as a Sectary, you ſhould ſpeak well of any, but 
thoſe of your own Perſwaſion; and as far as 
J can learn, your great Ring-Leader, and his 
Followers, hold this notable Prerogative of 
Scandal by a very ancient Tenure, which they 
claim in right of being deſcended from that 
hopeful Race of Men mention'd by St. Jude, 
and diſtinguiſhed by their dreadleſs Courage, in 
boldly daring to deſpiſe Dominions, and ſpeak 
evil of Dignities. But pleaſe to remember Sir, 
this is a Liberty of Speech, which one of the beſt 
and greateſt of created Beings did not dare to 
take, even with the Worſt ; For tho! it is not 
unlikely, but the Archangel met with Provoca- 
tion enough, in that hot Diſpute about the 
Body * the great Jewoiſb Law-Ginr, yet all 


that 
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| that be replies to the incentive and opprobrious 
Language of his foul-mouth'd Adverfary, is no 
more than this, We Lord rebuke 4 St. 
| Fudever. 9. So, Sir, admitting your Objection 
againſt the Biſhops, with all its Force and 
Rancour, it is no manner of Excuſe for treat- 
them with ſuch indecent and reproach- 
ful Language, neither does it amount to an 
more than this, that amongſt this high Order 
of our Church, all are not alike watchful and 
diligent in their Profeſſion ; but whether this 
will warrant you, or any other Man for taking 
ſuch unbecoming Freedoms of Speech, much 
leſs for making it a perverſe Handle for Sepa- 
ration, I fabmit' to your cooler 8 
And as I have taken upon me out of Duty to 
my eccleſiaſtical Governors, to ſhew the Weak- 
neſs of this Objection (conſider d as a Plea 
for Separation) againſt this much envy'd Or- 
der of our Church; I will next conſider thoſe 
heavy Accuſations, which you muſter up a- 
gainſt the Clergy in general. 
The firſt Thing, which you profeſs gives 
you the greateſt Diſlike to this Order of Men, 
is their Pride; which Objection, I ſuppoſe, 
you borrow'd from Mr; Eachard. Now I 
. Teadily grant, that as Inſolence and Pride are 
diſagreeable and odious in every Man, ſo in a 
Clergyman, they are unpardonable ; Pride is 
quite foreign to the genuine Character of a 
Miniſter of the humble and crucify'd Jeſus, and 
as I am far from being an Advocate for Pride 


171 
in any Habit, ſo J am of Opinion, that under 
a Gon and Caſſock, it i abſolutely inde- 
fenſible; neither am I (as you ſeem to think) 
ce ſo narrowly attach d to my own Profeſſion, 
as to maintain ſtiffly every Thing ,muſt be 
right, which has the Sanction of the Clergy” : 
No, Sir, I am entirely of your Opinion with 
regard to Pride, that it makes a Clergyman 
a very Monſter ;- becauſe whatever is ſo much 
out of Character, muſt of Neceſſity be mon- 
ſtrous and unſeemly. But then, good Sir, 
pleaſe to con ſider, — 8 5 that which often 
les for Pride in a Clergyman, is not rather 
a prudent, Diſtance of Behaviour, which upon 
ſome' Occaſions, he. muſt either put on, or 


meanly deſcend beneath his Character as a 


Clergyman. 

How often is the. Parſon look'd upon as a 
proud formal Prig, becauſe he won't eccho to 
the vociferous Oaths of a Country Fox-Hun- 
ter? Does not the ruſtick Squire think he has 
a Right to cut his low Jokes, and to fling a 
profane Sneer at Religion at third or fourth 
Hand, and then to laugh at the Parſon: for 
being a ſtiff pragmatical Fellow, if he won't 
commend his impious Dullneſs, and applaud” 
the far-fetch'd Impiety ? And if a Clergyman, 
falls into the Company of ſuch bright Gentle- 
men as theſe, who becauſe they have more 
Money, infallibly conclude they muſt have 
more Senſe than "Is Parſon, and know their 
Den better than he can tell them; and there- 
Fs B *”, - 
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fore, to give a Specimen of their Kriowledgs, 
they will ſwear profanely, and talk as Athe- 
AA as they know how, and then'mwlin- 4 
tain, With as much Ignorance, as Aﬀorance, |} 
that there is no Harm in all this; in this Caſe 
what muſt he do? He muſt ther take upon 1 
him that moſt un welcome Taſk of publick Re- 9 
proof, or by his Silence give up that Cauſe, Y 
which it is his Duty, as 2 Clergyman, to de- 9 
. fend, and his Intereſt, as 4 Man, to believe and * 
a. - ſapport. If he does the: firſt, be is condeinn'd . 
| for being rude and unmanierly ; if the laſt; H 1 
Conſcience will upbraid him of "Comirdics' and Y 
Treachery, for tamely ſubmitting to/hear wat 
worthy Name rigicul'd and dlaſphem d, 

which he is called. 80 that when the Gen- 1 
tlemen of the Lajty accyſe the Clergy of Pride, 9 
for publickly ſtanding up in Defence of God and $ 
his Las, they wou d 5 well to conſidet who 3 

i is that lays us under this unwilling Reſtraint ; 
_ whether a Gentleman 4 who Talks Tooſety 
nd profanely, is not more to blaine, than the 
Man, who modeſtly re ves him: For, as to 
this Charge of Pride the ler 187 bectuſt 
they wont chime in with all Sorts of of Company, 3 
nor by 07 Silence 5 and A 
Men in Vice and Infidelity, it is ſo far from 
being an Objection againſt this Order of Men 
with any one, unleſs a meer Libertine, that it 1 
greatly tends to their Reputation and Honour. 
But you will very probably fay, you don't tax 
| the Clergy with Pride upon "he 2 
3 | | » 
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this laudable Boldneſs, in ſtanding up in De- 
fende of God, and his Laws ; but becauſe they 
«© manifeſt (as you affirms) great Pride and 
Haughtineſs upon other Occafions.” It is poſ- 
flble ſome of them, who know no better, 


may do ſo, more is the Pity; but remember. 


Sit. that what. ſometimes paſſes for Pride, is 
no- more than the natural Shyneſs and Reſer- 
vedneſs of a Man's Temper ;-in 4 Lay-Habit 
this would be conſtrued odefty, or Ba fulneſs, 
then why ſhou'd it change its Name for beit 
clad in a gown and Caſſock? Or why mu 
that be condemned for a Crime in one Man, 
which in another is call'd a Misfortune only 2 
Your next Objection {againſt the Clergy, is | 
on r . of their Ignorance, which Ob- 
WM ſuppoſe, you pick'd up out of the 
s Author (Mr. Bente above men- 
tioned, 
Now, Sie, if you can make out this Charge 
agtinft the Clergy, if you can ſhew them to be 
“A Set of ignorant illiterate Wretches,” I will 
readily grant vou did mighty well to look out 
for better Guides ſomewhere elſe; for it muſt 
be own'd, that Want of Learning in a Teacher, 
is a great Ir mpropriety; and Ignorance in a Man 
whoſe Office it is to inſtruct, is a downright 
Soleciſm. But when J hear a Sectary complain 
of Want of Learning, and pretend to Wü i 
norance in the eſtabliſh'd Clergy, an Hand 
for Separation ; when I hear a Perſon call out 
for Literature and Science, who is at the ſame 
* x” F time 
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L 20 ] 
time gone over to a Set of deluded Bigots, that 
lay it down as a ſtanding Rule, the more 
Knowledge the leſs Goodneſs, and confidently 
maintain that human Learning i 1s quite incom- 
patible with divine Grace, I am at a Loſf 
whether I ſhould laugh at the Abſurdity, or 
pity the Deluſion. Had this Objection been 
brought by thoſe Men, ho are ſo paſſionately, 
fond of acquir'd. Knowledge, as to cry up 
human Learning in Diſparagement of Revela- 


tion itſelf ; had a modern Free-thinker, ' whoſe | 


low Talent conſiſts in ridiculing: the Clergy, 
and roundly maintaining with a late bold Au- 
thor, that the * Religion they teach ** is not 
founded in Argument; Had, I ſay, one of 
theſe ſelf-ſufficient Gentlemen inſiſted upon 
it, that he knew his Duty better than an ig- 
norant Parſon could teach him I ſhould not 
at all have been ſurpriz d at the Matter; but 
to. hear a Gentleman complain; of Ignorance 
in the Clergy, and then commence Methodiſt 
for the Sake (as i is pretended,) of having more 
learned Guides, is ſuch a palpable Contra- 
diction, that I kane know the Time, Sir, 
when you would have bluſh'd at the Thoughts 
of 1 it. So that let this Complaint of Ignorance 
in the Clergy, be true or falſe, yet a Diſciple 
of Mr. V 
ſhould have mention'd it. But ſince, to de- 
cluiny upon the Inner of the Clergy, | is be- 


401. 51 . Chriſtianity not founded in Argument 
| ; — come 
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1211 LOR 
come ſuch a popular Topick amongſt our 
Men of great Wit and little Learning, I will 
beg Leave, Sir, to beſtow a Page or two in 
Anſwer to this Objection, of Ignorance in the 
_ eſtabliſh'd Clergy, an Objection as notoriouſly 
falſe of moſt of the Clergy, as it may poſſibly 
be true of ſome few. And for the Truth of 
this Aſſertion, I need only appeal to a few of 
thoſe numberleſs and learnedWorks of this Body 
of Men. Is it not owing to the learned Labours 
of a * Clergyman, that we can decypher the An- 
tiquities of Greece, and unravel the myſterious 
Hiſtory of thoſe great Maſters of Science, 
the old Athenians? Is it not to a + Clergy- 
man, that we are beholden for that coherent 
and rational Body of Divinity? Is it not 
to the maſterly Pen of another #* Clergyman, 
that we owe the Divine Legation of Moſes, 
2 Treatiſe, which, however liable it may be 
to Exceptions i in ſome particular Points, is till 
univerſally allow'd to be a Work of Learning 
and extenſive Knowled 

And to theſe eminent Writers, I might add, 
(if the Time would allow me) great Numbers 
more. of the Clergy, whoſe. Writings would 
| ſoon'convince you, how groundleſs your Plea 

was for leaving the Eftabliſh'd Church, © on 
Account of the Ignorance of its Teachers.” | 
For it may be juſtly faid, that it is to this Body 
of Men, that not Religion alone, but almoſt & 


. otter, Archbiſhop of Centenk — 
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very Art and Science owes ſuch great and ſin- 
gular Improvements; and as this is a Truth 
top notoriouſly. known to admit of any Debate, 
it would, in my humble Judgment, have be- 

token d more Candour and Ingenuity, if you had 
been ſomewhat more ſparing of your Invectives 
againſt the Clergy on Account of their In- 
Capacity in the Office of, Preaching. But you 
em to be offended, becauſe every private 
rgyman has not read as much as yourſelf, 
nor treaſur'd up ſuch Heaps of Learning, as 
would . me to think I might. ſay, that 
truly of —— which: Feftus ſaid falt of! the 
Apoſtle. —— Thou, art. beſide thyſelf, | much 
Learning doth make, thee mad. Elſe, Sir, how 
can you brate that every Clergyman ſhould 
be Maſter of ſuch univerſal Knowledge, as 
you ſeem to expect from him, and not * 
equa), but excel yourſelf and r Lay-gentle- 
men who are ſtudiouſly turn'd? For, in the 
frſt Place, Sir, ner what ſuperior Advan- 
tages Gentlemen of large Fortunes, and no 
Profeſſion, enjoy above the Clergy, in reſpect 
of Reading ad Study: Secondly, Cali to 
mind, that Clergynen have many Difficulties 
of Lite, to ſtruggle, with that you are utter 
Strangers to. And. ſuppoſing. à Gentleman 
and a Clergyman, to have had the fame, Edu- 
ation, to be equal in reſpe& of Parts, to enter 
upon the Wo rid together, ſtock d alike with 
a Knowledge of Words and Things; yet un- 
leſs the Gentleman is greatly wanting to al, 
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be will ſoop get the better of the other 
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let him purſue his Stydics ever fo cloſely, For 
the Gentleman has nothing to interrupt him, 


no Avoeations to break. the Thread of his En- 


quiries ;- no Stops nor 5 in his Search 
e for Want of proper Helps of 
Zooks and Authors; he has no anxious Thoughts 


about his Family, no Dread in his Mind, leaſt 


he ſhould leave to an uncharitable World, that 
unwelcome Legacy of a deſtitute Widow, or 
i Number of poor defenceleſs Orphans ; — 
Res anguſtæ Domi, (too often the Clergyman's 
hard Lot) he is unacquainted with, the Gen- 


tleman can make his Studies a Pleaſure, and 


Reading a Recreation; he cari unbend when 
he pleaſes, and by a judicious Variety of Ex- 
erciſe and Study, ſhake off the dull Remains 
of a. ſedentary Life, enliven the Faculties of 
Thinking, and then fit down to his Books with 
double Eagerneſs and Delight. But the' Cler- 


gyman, on the contrary, has few or none of 


x 


thele Advantages ; he is frequently turn'd out 


into the World, as foon as he has got his firſt 


Degree upon his Back, and perhaps oblig'd, for 


many Years, to live upon the ſmall Pittance 
of twenty or thirty Pounds per Aun. and tho 
his N (to the eternal Infamy of all lazy 


Sine Cures, and unreaſonable Monopolies of 
Church Preferment) is ſo ſmall, yet very 
likely his Pariſh Duty may be large enough 
to engroſs his whole Time: Or if his weekly 
Parochial nal Duty requires but little of his At- 
'% i 9 1 tendance; 


24 , 
tendance; ſtill whoever knows what belongs 
to compoſing, or will allow that a Clergyman 
either does or. can make his own Sermons, is 


ſenſible, that he has Work enough. upon. his 


: Hands to provide for his Pariſh every Sunday: 
and that let a Clergyman be never, ſo ſtudi- 


ouſly inclin'd, he neither has Leiſure for Read- 


ing, nor thoſe many and great Advantages 
of Improvement, which you, Sir, and other 
Gentlemen of large Fortunes, have in your own 


Power. And for thaf@ aber SF, ne 
you to judge, whether you are not uncharitably 


ſevere upon the parochial Clergy, and for no 


other Reaſon, but becauſe they can't read 
without Books, and ſtudy without Time. 
So that admitting this Charge of Ignorance 
in ſome of the Clergy to be true; yet would 
you but give © yourſelf Time to conſider, 
what Hardſhips the inferior Clergy labour 
under, how little Time ſome of them have 
for Reading, and others leſs Money to lay out 
in fuch' Books, as are neceſſary to make a 
Man a tolerable” Scholar; you could not, I am 
perſwaded, be thus unreaſonably offended at 


them, for that which is not ſo much their Fault, 


as their deplorable Misfortune. For it is well 
known, that many of the Clergy leave the 
Univerſities much too early, at a Time of 
Life, when they can't be ſuppos' d to have 
laid in any very great Fund of Learning. And 
with regard to claſſical Learnir g, it is very 
probable greater. with ſome when they are ad- 
mitted of the College, than when they leave it ; 
2 «4 24 > 4 99 an 
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and as to Science, or a Knowledge of Things, 
all that they can then pretend to know, is 
only a little Smattering of Ethicks, and a ſu- 
perficial Knowledge of the Mathemat icks: and. 
when one of theſe young Lac ſteps imme 
diately out of the Soph's School, _ a large, 
papolovs Town, where the Care of Souls re- 
quires his conſtant Attendance, what Time 
can he have to make any extraordinary Pro- 
reſs in his Studies? Or if he is fixd in a 
88 Village, where he has more Time to 
re, yet it is ten to one but he labours under 
the worſt of all Wants, that of uſeful and 
good Books, For tho moſt large Towns are 
furniſh'd with parochial Libraries, yet in the 
Generality of Country Villages, this moſt ex- 
cellent Donation is {till wanting. So a 
Clergyman may both have Leiſure an- I- 

clination for Reading, but for want of pr 
Authors, be forc d to ſtand ſtill where he is; * 
ſoon finds that Obſervation, Non progredi, eft 
regredi, true to his Sorrow. This is what I 
experienc'd myſelf for the firſt Year or two 
after I left Cambridge; and that I did not 
. longer live amongſt this Famine of Books, was 
owing to the generous Favour of John Cotton, 
Eſq; who was pleas'd to give me Leave to have 
free Recourſe to that well choſen Collection of 
Books in the Library belonging to the Cotton 
Family at Steeple Girlding, in the County of 
1 and it is no more than a Debt of 
(the firſt, that my be e paid) Os L 
make 


=_ 7 3 "0 

Ui: ; | make this publick 8 of that 
mw worthy Gentleman's Favours. And, I think, 
It: Sir, from the Confideration-of theſe Hardſhips, 


. _ which Numbers of Clergymen labour under, 
you ougght rather to pity Na deſpiſe them 

on account of their a Sy here it 
may not be amiſs to re, that there is 
no ſuch abſolute Neceſſity for every Coumtry 
1 to be fo deeply read as you would. 
have him; a Man may be a good Pariſh Prieſt, 
that never read all the Fathers; and may 
preach very ſound Doctrine, without having the' 
Clafſicks by Heart. What extraordinary I Ln 4 
ing does it require for a Man to ſet à good Ex- 


ample” to his Pariſh? May not a Cl 

all the Duties of his ſacred Function, | 

without being able to conſtrue Pinder, &c. ; 
A Clergyman may rightly and duly adminis 5 


ſter the Holy Sacraments, who has never read 
all that has been faid for and againſt et 
intelligible Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. 

is not Learning alone, but Piety and Wo 
Manners that compleats the Character of a Mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt. An exemplary Life is 
the beſt Comment a Clergyman ca give his 
Pariſhioners upon the Creed; and an honeſt well- 
regulated Behaviour, is a more foreible Necom- G | 
mendation of his Doctrine, than a thouſand! 
learned Quotations: His Conduct s a plain in- 
telligible Language, which the pooreſt Scholar 
in his Pariſh-may read; when perhaps not one 
in the * Congregation (che Saane always 1 
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ed) can underſtand him, if he talks to them 
out of the common Stile of Inſtruction. For 
notwithſtanding want of Learning in a Teach- 
er is a great Impropriety; and Ignorance in 
him, whoſe Office it is to inſtruct others, a 
downright Soleciſm ; yet a Clergyman may 
be able to teach the common People (and as 


to the reſt of Mankind, they think they are 


wiſe enough already) their Duty to God, their 
Neighbours, and ne and ſtill not be 
what you may call a Man of Letters; and, may 
I not ſay, a Man may be a Man of Letters, and 


| ill but a vory indifferent Pariſh Prieft ? 


There is a great deal more required to com- 
pleat the Character of a worthy Clergyman be- 
ſides Learning alone; for, as a mere Scholar 


| ſeldom makes the beſt of Companions, ſo nei- 
ther does he always turn out the beſt of Pa- 


ſtors. Not, Sir, that a Clergyman is the worſe 
Paſtor for being, as the Schoolmen Tay, Doc- 
tus, gue Dofus; no, Sir, quite the Reverſe ; a 
Man of Learning Is undoubtedly the fitteſt 
Perſon to inſtruct the Ignorant, and to adviſe 
the Doubtful and Perplex'd: Were I to ſay 
otherwiſe,” I ſhould give into that ridiculous 
Opinion, The more Knowledge, the leſs 
" Goodneſs, Sc.“ But then the Reaſon, Sir, 
as I take it, why Men of the greateſt Learn- 
ing do. not always make the beſt Pariſh Prieſts, 
is owing to chat Stiffneſs and Moroſity, which 


always clings to a Man who ſtadies nothing 


4 A. to the great Neglect of that more 


noble, and far. more neceſſary Science, a Know- 


ledge 


I 28 
ledge of Men and Things. For I know it by 
Experilas that unleſs a Clergyman now and 
then reads his Pariſh, as well as his Bible; 
and, like a ſkilful Phyſician, ſtudies to find out 
the Cauſe of every dangerous Malady amongſt 
his Flock, he will be greatly at a Loſs what 
| Remedies to apply ; his Diſcourſes may be what 
the common People call deep and learned, be- 
cauſe they don't underſtand them ; but it will 
be merely accidental, if they are either uſeful 
to the Rich, or adapted to the Capacities of 
the Poor. But to return to your Accuſation 
of Ignorance in the Clergy, © from, whoſe 
Lectures you profeſs you can't reap the leaſt 
<« Benefit”. Now if by not reaping Benefit you 
mean, that you are not one Jot the better for 
what you hear, this may be very true. But 
what is the Reaſon of this unfruitful Hearing 
the Word of God? Is it ſo much owing to 
- the" Dulliieſs of theſe Diſcourſes, as to ſome 
other. extrinſical Cauſe? Sometimes Prejudice 
will make a Man deaf to the moſt cogent 
Truths, and hinder him from receiving Benefit 
from the beſt Sermon that ever. was deliver'd 
by Man; nothing can make any laſting Im- 
fon upon a Mind that is always wavering 
and unfix d. And we find by our Saviour” s Ex- 
planation of that notable Parable of the Sower, 
that there are a great many fatal: Hindrances 
to the Duty of Hearing, and {that the Word of 
eternal Life (tho' powerful in itſelf to the di- 
n. aſunder of Soul and n 99 77 enter d 155 
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the Ears but of one fourth Part of. thoſe that 
heard it, ſo as to be heard to any real Profit and 
Advantage. From whence it appears, Sir, that a 
Man may. not poſſibly receive any Benefit from 
| what he hears, and till it may be no kind 
of Objection againſt the Doctrine itſelf, And 
as to your ſaying, the Clergy. tell you nothing 
but what you knew before, this alſo may be 
very true; but though it is your great Felicity 
to know your Duty ſo well, yet there may be 
ſome in your Pariſh, who are not bleſs d with 
ſo great a Share of Knowledge and though 

it would be little leſs than Treaſon for the 
Parſon to pretend to know. more than the 
Lord of the Manour; and an unpardonable 
Piece of Preſumption to take upon him to in- 
ſtruct his Betters; though it would be a vain 
Attempt. to hold out the Honey- comb to the 
full Soul, or to think of inſtructing one; that 
is already ſo full of Knowledge as to loath 
Inſtruction; yet ſurely, Sir, there are amongſt 
your. Tenants. and Servants ſome, whom it 
would be no Crime in your Miniſter to teach 
and exhort. There are in all Pariſhes ſome 
that are ignorant in Matters of Religion; and 
as it is the chief End of Preaching to inſtruct, 
ſo methinks, Sir, you ſhould not be offended 
at your Miniſter, for adapting his Diſcourſes to 
the Capacities of his Hearers in general. For 
conſider, Sir, upon what Account it is that ycu 
like a learned Sermon: Is it not becauſe you 
underſtand it? And for the very ſame eat 
on, 
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fon, the reſt of the Congregation ought to 
have ſach Diſcourſes as hes can underſtand 
too: And with reſpect to the Bulk of Hear. 
ets, I know very well, a Clergyman cannot 
preach too plainly : And 48.1 hope you will 
allow that» your Tenants and Servants have a 
Right to the Cate and Notice of the Miniſter, 
fo it is his Duty to adapt and contrive his Dif- 
courſes to the loweſt Capacity; and to remem- 
ber"that one great End of Chriſt's Coming into 
the World was, that the Poor might have the 
ſpel preach'd unto them. If then a Cler- 
gyman's Buſinefs, as a Teacher and Guide, be 
chiefly amongſt the lower Claſs of People, your 

Miniſter may de able to teach and inſtruct 
your poor Inhabitants, without being ſo migh- 
ty deeply read as yourſelf ; and if Ignorance 
18 the only Objection you have againſt your 
Miniſter, it is in Jer Poder Sir, to be great- 
ly ſerviceable to this weak Pillar of the Church: 
had you the Good of Religion as much at 
Heart as * retend, your Superior Know- 
ledge in divine Matters would wr it an eafy 

Taſk to aſſiſt your ignorant Clerk with your 
| wholſome Counſel and Advice; neither, Sit, 
is it at all foreign to the Character of « Chri- 
ſtian, to impart Knowledge to one that fo much 
lands in Need of Inſtruction: And when call 
to mind how ready and willing you are upon 
l other Occafions to communicate your Coun- 
fel and Inſtruction; 1 can't help concluding, 
190 have quarrell'> with your Miniſter up. 
on 


| 
| 
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PE 


on ſcine onheraidiohnt than his want of Learn- 


ing; and that yo our Separation from the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, was not owing to an — 
but to ſome artful and ſubtle Prieſt. 

Tour next Objection againſt the Clergy, is on 
Account of their quatrelſome and litigious 
Tempers: You accuſe them for commencing 


vexatious Law-ſuits with their Pariſhioners a- 


bout mere Trifles, ſuch, as vou ſay, are not 
worth contending, for. Now Sir, you wou'd 
do well to tell us what you call a vexatious 
Law-ſait, and what you mean by Trifles. Sure 


Clergyman's' recovering his Right, which the 


Common-wealth ? And if à Cle at laſt 
endeavours / to de himſelf Juſtice: by Law, 
When alb ether Methods fail, E don't fee why 
he muſt be-ftigmatiz'd br a Litigious quarrel. 
ſome' Fellow': And ag to ybu¹f calling the 


Thing in Diſpute a mere Triffe, hough it 


may ſo to you, whoſe Fortanes: 80 
and pfemtifül, Jet very likely it may be a T 
or at leaſt à twentieth Part of 4  letyymaits 
whole Subfiſtenee; and it is m Opinion (not- 
Withſtanding your ent Indifference to the 
World) that, if your Tenants were to . 01 
your * Hand to endeavour” to defrand you. 

One a Two Hundred Pounds per Annu, 
(which Sum 88 no more to you an ve Pounds 
Year to à poor Clergyman) you won'd-nei- 
ther call it a Trifle, nor nor that a vexatious thod 
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von don't call that a vexatious Method, of a 
Law -attows- to every other Mergber of "the 
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thod of doing. yourſelf Juſtice, which tho 
Law has put in your Power. Therefore, Sir, 
pleaſe to put yourſelf in the Clergyman's 
Place, I mean in Imagination only, for God 
forbid you ſhou'd ever know, what it is to 
live upon a Vicarage of ſixty or ſeventy Pounds 
per Annum, which Sum is very likely to - 
collected from three or four hundred P 
do but, I ſay, make the Clergyman's Caſe 
your own, and then I am perſuaded you weu'd 
Not. call him litigious, for endeavouring to right 
himſelf by Law, when all other L 
Methods of Patience and Forbearance p 
ineffectual: When all other Methods — as 
effectual I put it, becauſe it muſt. be ow' d 
oing to La-] With a Man's Pariſh, ought. to 
be the very laſt Remedy; not only upon Ac- 
eount of the Expenſiveneſs of the Remedy it- 
ſelf, but the Intęreſt of Religion, and the 
Peace and Satisfaction of a Man's own Bo- 
ſom. But as it frequently ſo falls out, that a 
Man muſt either go-to Law with ſome Sorts. of 
People, or elſe give up his Right; in this Caſe 
what, muſt a Clergyman do? Why, ay you, 
ide Clergy ought. to liye upon the voluntary 
Subſcriptions of their Pariſhioners ; and that as 
to their Tythes, they are not due Jure Divino, 
but only by the Free- will and Conſent of the 
People. Nb. allowing (Grat. Diſß that 
the Divine Right of Tythes is a Point not de- 


| termin'd 37 yet, you- cannot but know, that 


Tythes * of common Web, and thay 
bod: 7 


by the Laws of this Realm, the Parſon has the 
ſame Right and Title to his tenth Part, as the 


| Owners, or Occupiers have to the other Nine; 
and would you not be very loth, Sir, to give 


the Tithes of H——-d and — (where 
vou are Impropriator) into the Hands: of the 
Farmers? Wou d you not think it hard to keep 


your Parſonage-Houſes in Repair, and to pay 


Taxes: and other Incumbrances, and after all, 
to be, defrauded of your juſt Demands? I can't 
help thinking, Sir, but you would reſent the 
Injury,” and think yourſelf. oblig'd, in Point of 
common Prudence, to look after your lawful 


Rights. Then why ſhould a Clergyman, who 
has nothing but his ſpiritual Preferment, who is 


(for very wiſe Reaſons) reſtain'd from followin 

any ſecular Employments, give up that Right 
to his Tithes, which are as much his for Life 
as H——d and Tithes are yours? 
For as to your voluntary Contributions, Sir, 
they are as uncertain and precarious as the 
Tempers of thoſe who pay them; and I have 


heard the Diſſenting Teachers complain of this 


Method of ſubſiſting, as the greateſt and moſt 
deplorable Hardſhip: it undoubtedly is ſo: Nor 
can I conceive a more pitiable Condition; than 
for a Man to owe every Morſel of Bread he 
eats, to the Wantonneſs and Caprice of another, 
To be dependent at all, is no very deſirable 
State; but to be dependent upon the Smiles of 
thoſe Men, whoſe Bounty, like their Religion, 
is ever wavering and uncertain, is of all Con- 
1 | | _ ditions 
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| 141 
ditions of Life, the very laſt 3 wiſe Man would 
willingly ſubmit to. I know the Diſſenters 
Plea for taking this Method is, (as they pretend) 


haviour ; concluding, that ſo long as they are 
kept dependent upon the People, fo long they 
will ſtudy to pleaſe them. But if the Diſſen - 
ters wauld ſeriouſly weigh this Matter over, 
they would ſoon be ſenfible what Temptations 
they lay their Teachers under to deceive, and 


ho liable they themſelves are by this Means to 


be deceiv'd by Fe ug For if the good Beha+ 
viour of their Teachers be not upon Principle, 
but purely to gain the Eſteem of the 3 
it ſtands upon too tottering and rotten a Foun- 
dation to be durable and laſting; neither can 


the Diſſenters expect their Teachers will be ſo 


over ſollicitous how to preach ſound Doctrine, 
as ſuch which they think will ſuit the Palate of 
their Hearers ; for ſince they have nothing to 


depend upon but the Bounty of the People, it 


is probable their Study will not be ſo much how 
to inſtruct, as to pleaſe them; not to promote 
the eternal Welfare of others, ſo much as to 
advance their own private Ends, and rather 
than offend a Man, that may be even with 


them next Quarter- Day, they will paſs thoſe 


Vices over in Silence, which it is their Duty, as 
Teachers, to reprove, with becoming Boldneſs, 
as well as godly Sincerity. I don't ſay, that 
this is actually the Caſe; but does not this ab- 
ſolute W _— the Bounty of the 

People, 


1. 


People, lay their Guides under a Kind of Re- 


ſtramt, to ſooth their Hearers in their Failings, 


inſtead of ingenuouſly telling them their A 
and frankly reproving their Viccs? May n 
theſe Men, thus wholly dependent; be Aal 
afraid to peak the Truth, leſt it ſhould give 
to ſome of the Audience, and be af- 
ter wards remember d to their Diſadvantage? And 
F appeal to yourſelf, Sir, whether the Difſens 
ters by this arbitrary Uſape of their Teachers, 
don't act in Imitation of that obſtinate Race of 
Men, * Who ſaid to the Sers, See not, and ta 
be Prophets; propheſy not unto us right Things; 
* unto us ſmooth Things, propheſy Deceits. 
or when a Teacher either ſtands in Awe of 
the People, or finds it his Intereſt to deceive 
them; it is not much to be wonder'd at, if 
now and then he does ſo ; and the Difſenters 
may thank themſelves for it, if they are fo 
often ſooth'd in their Errors, and flatter d with 
thoſe heavenly Titles, the Ele& of the Lord; 
and Veſſels choſen unto Salvation ſo long, till 
at length they verily believe they are ſo. And 
from hence it appears, that notwithſtanding 
your voluntary Contributions may be ſome 
Kind of Reſtraint upon the outward Behaviour 
of your Teachers, yet it makes but very little 
for their inward Sincerity; they may indeed 
leaſe the Humours of the People, and impoſe 
upon the Ignorant and Unwary, but remem- 
uy Sir, it is one Thing to 2 Mens Fancics, 
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| : and another to inform their Judgment; and 1 
| have known a Preacher pleaſe his 85 ga- 
imes 


tion, better than a Man that had ten 

his Senſe and Learning. That Man is ſure to 
take the moſt, as a Preacher, who genteely 
paſſes over the Vices of his Audience, and gives 
Men a cool unmeaning Lecture of Virtue and” 


Vice in general; whereas the Man who hath 


Courage to ſpeak the Truth, and is not afraid 
to reprove the Sins of Mankind without any 


| Reſpect of Perſons, is ſeldom eſteem'd a good 


Preacher in this mannerly Age, when it is look'd 
upon (even by ſome of our own + Clergy) to 
be a very rude Affront to any polite Audience, 
to tell Men of their Faults, or ſo much as to 

mention theſe harſh and dreadful ſounding 
Words, Hell, Damnation, Devil, without a 
canting Paraphraſe, or a formal Apology. And 
if your voluntary Contributions ſerve to no bet- 


ter End, but to tempt your Teachers to invent 
ſmooth DoRtrines, and to ſpeak Words of Peace 


where there is no Peace to be found ; I would | 
ſubmit it to the ſerious Deliberation of our 


| Sectaries, whether they would not be better 


ſecur'd from Error and Deluſion, if their 
Teachers had a certain independent Annual 
Stipend, inſtead of thoſe precarious Offerings, 
which (unleſs I have been greatly miſinform'd 
by their own Teachers) are ſure to fink and 
dwindle in a Year or two's Time, let their 


| Teachers behave ever ſo well: So inſeparable i 1s 


＋ Dr. 5 Mr. 34. 
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the 
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K. 
che Madneſs after new Teachers, from a Mind 
that hunts after new- fangled Doctrines. And 
I don't know Sir, of any Bar againſt this fix'd 
independent Salary for the Clergy, unleſs that 
ſtale Objection; „That a Clergyman is no. 
« ſooner inducted into a good fat Living, but 
e he grows careleſs and negligent in his Office, 
ce and becauſe he knows he has ſo much fix'd 
ce for Life, he is not at all ſollicitous about 
«© what his Pariſh fays, or thinks of him, or 
ee his Labours.” This poſſibly may be the 
Caſe with ſome diſingenuous Minds; but what, 
min the Name of Common-Senſe, is there 0 
well contriv'd as not to admit of Abuſes? 
What Laws can human Wiſdom deviſe ſo un- 


exceptionable and perfect, as not to be attended 


with ſome Inconveniences, which Incohveni- 
ences are ſtill no Objection againſt the Utility 
of thoſe Laws in general? And if out of two 
Eyvils, the Church of England has choſen the 
leaft, can you blame her for her Prudence? 
Why would you have the whole Body of the 


Clergy. give, up their Rights, and fling them- 


ſelves upon the Pariſh for Bread, becauſe there 
may be here and there an indolent ſottiſh Par- 


ſon, who takes no further Care about his Pariſh 


than to demand his Tithes? This would be to 
introduce a Spirit of Tyranny and Popery into 
the Nation with a Witneſs; only with this 
Difference, that as the Roman Clergy are 
Tyrants (where the Ge over the People ; 
the be Faye, in this Caſe, 1 be all Tyrants 

cover 
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over che Clergy; both which are equall er 
teſted and abhorr'd : For as no e 
Right to be Lord over another Man's Conſcience, 
neither ought he, think, to be any Man's 
Vaſſal, or Slave, the one would be uſurging 2 
Dominion which Chriſt Jeſus  neyer deſign'd. 
him, the other would be debaſin ng t the Dignity, 
of his Office, aud making his facred Function 
0 cheap and contemptible. And from this. 
4 Pigreſſion, I think, it appears that the 
voluntary Contributions of the cople are not 
only in themſelves uncertain 275 precariops, 
6 likewiſe attended with ſuch unhappy Cir= 

cumſtances, as are neither for the real Good. © 
the People, nor the Intereſt of Religion, Re- 
bgion, Sir, is (or ought to x], a very fix d an nd 
ſteady. Principle, and ſo ſhould the Means to 
{upport it be fx'd, and ſteady top; and fince 
the Laws of the Realm have TIDY provided 
| the eſtabliſh' d Clergy with a fix fix'd.1 independent 
Proviſion, and, given to them 25 juſt e Kue to 
. the Rents and Profits of their F ree-bold, as.to- 
any other Subject, J. don't ſee 155 15 Clergy- 
man, who takes all $i Fe Care oF his Pariſh, 
PEP to be depriv'd o 7 Tithes, apy. more 
tha an a Lay -Gentleman of his Re ats; or wh 7 
8 ; e Farſon ſhould. be call d litigious fo * r ſuing 


or his Rights, any more. than another f for ſing 
pol his juſt Debts; Property i in both Caſes i is the 
ſame ; and is : Man to, be kept out of 7 Think 

rty. 50 or, bei A Clergyman ? his 1s. 
on Wer to both, 0 aus of God 3nd, Men. 


Human 


t 39] 
Human Laws: have given the eſtabliſh'd Clergy. 


a juſt Right to their Tithes, and when that 
05 is Dich. eld a Power of ſuing for them; 
by divine Command, we are forbidden to 
3 the Ox when be treadeth out the Corn, 
Deut. xxv. 4. and to the Fewiſh, our great 
Law-giver A ees declaring, that the Labourer 
is worthy of bis Hire, Luke x. 7. 
And yet, notwithſtanding the Clergy have 
* a uſt and indiſputable Right to their 
Tithes, ſtill to my certain Knowledge there 


are ſeveral People, who (in downright Contra- 


diction to the Decrees of God, and the Laws 
of Juſtice and Honeſty) make a conſtant 


Practice to defraud the Parſon, and by ſome 


"00g Infatuation, think thero is no Manner 
arm in- fecreting their Tithes, tho! they 


g would ſcruple to uſe any Adds of Fraud 


iſhonefty towards another. This, Sir, I 


aig to be Matter of Fact, not only amongſt 
the People call'd Quakers, and ſome others 
who hy to do it upon Principle; but even 
amongſt thoſe of our own Community: And 
therefore, if a Clergyman is forc'd againſt his 
Inclination to have Recourſe to the Law; it is 
very ungenerous to brand him with theſe i 1200+ 
minious Epithets, quarrelſome, litigious, &c. 
and for no other Reaſon but becauſe he can't, 

Camelſon-Iike, feed uß Air, and peaceably ſub⸗ 
mit to ſtarve himſelf and Family to Death. I 
would not be thought from this Vindication of 
My e the Cle. to be a Promoter af 
1 Cy Strife 
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. 
Strife and Contention between the Clergy and 
the People, God forbid, for there is nothing 
makes à Clergyman ſo odious to his Pariſh, 
and to all Men of Senſe and Goodneſs, as a 
litigious Law-itching Mind; and I have ſeen fo 
much of the melancholy Effects of Clergymen's 
going to Law with their Pariſhioners in two 
different Places where I have liv'd, that 1 
greatly fear it has in both Pariſhes created ſuch 
unchriſtian Heart-burnings, ſuch riveted Ani- 
moſities, and irreconcilable Diſputes, as will 
hardly be forgot till another Generation. But 
when it ſo unfortunately falls out, that a Clergy- 
man can no Ways avoid going to Law without 
giving up his own and another's Right, why 
muſt it be call'd litigious in him, which in ano- 
ther Man is look d upon as a prudent and equi- 
table Method of doing himſelf Juſtice? And 
bad you known, Sir, What various Tempers of 
Men the Clergy have to deal with'; how ready 
ſome Men are to take Advantage of a peaceable 
Temper, and to trample upon a Man of a yield- 
ing and quiet Diſpofition, you would never 
have brought this. laſt Accufation againſt the 
Clergy in general; in general, I ſay, becauſe it 
is not improbable but there may be ſome who 
deferve the CharaQer you have given them; 
«nd I dare anſwer for it, you have the free 
Conſent of the reft of the Clergy to treat theſe 
turbulent litigious Spirits as they deſerve, But 
then, Sir, is it fair to condemn all for the Faults 
of a few? For tho' there is ſuch a Figure in 
EE Ls os Rhetorick 


| EEE. 
Rhetorick as to include the Whole in a Part, 
yet when apply d to the Actions of Men, —— 


Method of arguing is as illogical, as it is un- 
charitable, and neither beſpeaks the Scholar, 
nor the Gentleman, | 
The next Charge againſt the Clergy, is theit 
Neg lect of the Paſtoral-Care; and were this 
Neg lect as univerſal as you affirm it to be, 
"= Souls be a heavier Accuſation againſt the 
Clergy, than all the reſt put together. For it 
Annot be deny'd, but a Paſtor who takes no 
Care of his Flock, is a moſt infamous Scandal to 
Religion, and may be juſtly ſtyl'd in the Words 
of our Saviour, — an Hireling and not the 
tl But even granting this Accuſation 
8 art true, and that there are Numbers of 
the Clergy, who take no Care to feed, but 
thank. you for this elegant Quibble) to fleece 
e Flock, yet, will this Neglect of the Paſto- 
ilar be found a ſufficient Reaſon for leavin 
the Church of England? There is certainly 15 
much due to the eſtabliſh'd Religion of one's 
Country, that no Man ought to depart from it 
without ſtronger Reaſons for ſo doing than any 
VB have yet produc'd ; and unleſs you can 
rove that there is ſomething either finful, or 


© - ridiculous in the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
ede Church, you are guilty of no com- 
won Sin in being 1 the Anthor of Schiſm. An in- 
dolent careleſs Clergyman, may ver juſtly pro- 
voke your Tndignation againſt the Man, but it 
will never EXC uſe you, for breaking the "NM 
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| 3 of that ſpiritual. Body, for the Preſervation 
[| whereof, our Saviour ſo ardently | prays to God 
it the Father, begging of him to give, not to his 
Diſciples alone, but to all that ſhould after- 
Vande believe on Him through their Word, 
| ſuch a Spitit of Unity and 55 Love, 
bi that they all, ſays he, may be one as thou Fa- 
1 ther art in me and I in thee, that they alſa may 
| be one in us, John xvii. 20, 21. And from this 
dlightful Harmony amongſt Chriſtians, our Sa- 
viour concludes,. the World would infer bis 
l wine Miſſion, latter Part of ver. 21, — that 
1 #be World : believe that thou haſt ſent me : 
| Ds. and it is well known, that Chriſt makes bro- 1 
=_ therly Love ſuch an indiſputable and manifeſt 
lh Badge of- being his Diſciples, that by this all 
| Men would be able to diſtinguiſh them from 
= others. Therefore, Sir, I would recommend 
1 it to all thoſe People, who ſeparate. from the 
2H Church of England, and forſake her Doctrines, 
deut of Prejudice to her Teachers, and a Love of 
. Singularity, to conſider ſeriouſly within them- 
ſelyes the Heinouſneſs of Schiſm, to call to 
Mind what they are a doing, and how abomin- 
able thoſe Men muſt needs appear in the Sight 
of God, who mangle and tear in Pieces the 
| yitical Body of his Son Jeſus | Chriſt, by 
miſerably Gvidihg that Unity, which is the ve 
Eſſence of Chriſtianity, and the Bond of aſl 
Peace but as I may take Occaſion;to ſew che 
Icinouſnels of Schiſe in ſome: other Place, I 
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and. only beg leave to aſk you ane Queſtion, or 
two; Did you actually ſeparate from the eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, upon Principle? Did you verily 
believe Salvatien was not to be had in the Com- 
munity af our Church? If this, Sir, was your” 


Opinion, you did very wiſely t 
faſt as you could; and it \ 
Fayour, to inſtruct us wherein 
ſo. wofully fall'n from her primitive Purity, as 
now to make it abſolutely impoſſible to be ſafe 


under her Banner. Neither, Sir, will it be of 


» 
- 


a, Piece with, your wonted Love and Benevo- 


lence to Mankind, to ſuffer fo many thouſand 


Fax to live and die in damnable Errors. But 
ce none. of out Difſenting Brethren have ever 
en fo) good as to let us into this momentous 


*. 
= 


 ygurs, was net ſo much upon. Principle, as out 
of Prejudice and Pique ; neither, as Iam apt to 
think, was it owing to the Neglect of the Paſtgral 


Care, but to a Love of Change, and an neh 


Fondneſs for Novel-Dockrines. However, 


to the N egle&t 2 the Paſtoral- Care 5 yet wheth i 
this (tho, to you a. ſufficient Reaſon) will ac- 
Pu Jou before that Tribunal, where all your 


% 


Rions Will be throughly canvas d, is what 1 


re not venture to. affirm, Fot this Neglect of 
the Paſtoral: Care ſo loudly complain d of, either + 


was in your, own Pariſh, or it was not: If it 


Religion, 
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O fly from us a8 
Id be a ſingular 
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bad not yet crept into your own Church, then 
tho” it might give you, and all Well-wiſhers to 
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Religion, great Concern to hear of it; yet it 
could. not immediately effect you, or Hazard 
your future Salvation: Or ſuppoſing your own . 
Miniſter had been one of thoſe < lazy infamous 
* 'Wretches,” yet you. knew very well either 

how to make vim better, or to get him ſuſ- 
pended. For had he been guilty of any no- 
torious Neglect of Duty, you might have lodg'd 
a_- pfoper Complaint againſt him before his 
Diocęlan; and I need not tell you, that our Bi- 
ſhops have a Power to admoniſh and ſuſpend 

delinquent Clergy) en; and if your Clerk had 
really deſerv'd it, make no Boubt but you. 
might have had h th. remow'd, both e Officia 
and ex Beneficio; nor would any Man of Senſe. 
have blam'd you for ridding the Church of A. 
ſottith idle Patſon, to make rom "for ſome” 
worthy Clergyman,! in his ſtead. This, Sir, in 
my. Opinion, you ought to Have done, rather 
than to forſake the ' Community of that Church, 

in which you hade d fot fo many Years, 
eyen after you. were Able to Judge for yourſelf. 
And I cannot help, thinking, Kat your forſaking 
the Church of, England. at this Time a Day, 

vg great 1 760m to ſuſpect , that your Sepata- 
tion 50 was not, 10 nruch 56 the Neglect of 
our own Clergy, Kol to the iligence and Cun- 
nin {A thoſe Men, who are Aways! ulking in 
Ambu * Tos! 7 . edoleiay 3 rug WAVING, | and. the 
Word 7 18 fo expreſſive | both in Sound 
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of a certain Se, that the World is greatly 
obliged: to theſe Gentlemen for making it the 


Motte of their Standard. Therefore if the 


neglect of the Paſtoral- Care be not a ſufficient 
Reaſon for breaking the Unity of the Church; I 
may fairly venture to ſay, your next Objection 
againſt the Clergy, is but a very ſorry Plea for 
Separation; for all that you have to ſay againſt 
the Clergy in your next Accuſation, is only 
this, that they are a rude unmannerly Set of 
People.“ Well, Sir, as this is no Impeach- 
ment of their moral Character, I will readily 
grant all that you infer from it; and even al- 
lowing the Clergy to be as clowniſh and rude 
as you are pleas d (in great Politeneſs of Lan- 
guage) to repreſent them, yet ſure this could 
have no Hand in forcing you to leave the 
Church. May not a Clergyman preach ſound 
Doctrine, who can't make a graceful Bow, and 
perform his Parochial Duty very diligently, 


without having the Grimace of a Frenchman, 


or the conceited Geſtures of a Dancing-Ma- 
| ſter? I don't ſee, what abſolute Neceſſity 
there is, for every Clergyman to have the Po- 
| liteneſs and Addreſs of a Sir Clement; or, why 


he may not be able to give good Advice, with- 


out being one of our Modern pretty-Fellows. 


Thus much, however, may be granted you, 


that if this Behaviour you complain of be. af- 
feed, then indeed it becomes highly blame- 
able; for as an affected Clown is diſagreeable 
in every Dreſs, ſo he is never more ſo than 


when; 
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when under a great formal Bever; and I art! 


fo far from defending theſe Gentlemen in that 


downiſh Statelineſs, ſome of them ut oh, 
that, 1 think, of all Characters in the World, 
that ate free from moral Turpitude, this is the 
very laſt any wiſe Man would chuſe to affect; 
nor could I ever find ont what thoſe Men are 


driving at, who aſſume a clowniſh moroſe Be- 


haviour, and then, by a ſtrange Proſtitution of 
Speech; call it Religion ; who think, that in 
order to protnote the Glory of God, they are 
2 to put on a ſullen Air to Men, and to 

catry it with as much Reſervedneſs and Diſtance 
towards their Fellow-Creatures, as if it would 
moſt certainly profane the Holy Garment to 
approach near any but the Tribe of Levi. But 


. fince this clowniſh Behaviour, (as before obſerv'd) 


is no Impeachment of aClergyman's moral A 
racter, ſo neither can 155 u bring it as an 


Plea for leaving his Miniſtry; you may the 


| af his aukward Manner of handling his Bever, 


and juſtly think yourſelf injur'd, if he won x 
uncover to the Squire; yet this is too weak an 
Argument in Defence of Separation, and too 
trivial an Objection to deſerve any formal An- 
ſwer; and for this Reaſon, I will proceed to 
your next Accuſation of the Clergy (viz. ) their 
ſcandalous and wicked Lives. This I muſt 
own 38 a melancholy Charge, and one would 
think you had liv'd-in the Time of King Henry 
the 8th, and took a Liſt of all the infamous 
and debauch'd Clergy of chat Age from Lord 

| CromwelPs 
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Cromwel's Journal, Now, Sir, that there are 
none amongſt the preſent Clergy, who de- 
ferve the Character you have given them, I am 
as unable to fay, as I am unwilling to believe 


ſuaded is falſe, I have been, and am acquaint- 
ed with ſeveral of my Brethren, but in all my 
Life-Time, I never knew one that deſerv'd 
thoſe ſhocking and. reproachful Epithets, you 
ate pleas'd in great Charity to affix to this Or- 
der of Men. I well remember the Time, Sir, 
when you diſdain'd Slander, and abhorr'd to 
ſpeak Evil of any Man without juſt Provocation, 
and good Grounds for ſo doing; nor can I at- 
tribute this unhappy Change of Temper, to any 
Thing but the Genius of your New Religion ; 
for J find it is a ſtanding Maxim with Diſſenters 
of all Denominations, Calummare fortiter, & 
aliguid adherebit ;, rail couragiouſly againſt the 
Church-Men, and fomething will ſtick too be- 
hind, Railing againſt the Clergy is a Subject, 
which takes ſo well with the Generality of 
People, that your Diſſenting Teachers ſhew 
their Judgment in nothing ſo much, as in 
chuſing this for their conſtant Topick ; nor 
can they poſſibly find out a more cheap, and 
eafy Way of ſetting up themſelves, than by 
pulling down others. But call to Mind, Sir, 
that Scandal always reflects the fouleſt Stain up- 
on it's Author; and to aſperſe any Man's Cha- 
rater, without ſufficient Reaſon for ſo doing, 
is diametrically- oppoſite to the Temper of that 
_ Religion 


it 3 but that there are many, I am verily per- 
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[48] SENT 


Religion, which forbids-as to ſpeak Evil of any 


Man; much leſs are we to wound the 1 


tion of others, with an ill- natur d Deſign to 


eſtabliſh, our own upon its Ruins. 
Well, but ſay you, © this however is certain; 
« that the immoral, and. ſcandalous Lives of 
« the Clergy, are every where cry'd out againſt, 
« as giving Offence to all ſerious and thinking 
« People; and that the Clergy may thank'them- 
« ſelves for having ſo many Diſſenters in their 
« Pariſhes”, That an infamous living Clergyman 
gives great Offence to all ſerious People cannot 
be deny d; but that his ſcandalous Life ſhould 
make , his Pariſhioners (eſpecially thoſe ſerious 
and thinking People who are ſuppos d to have 
a better Senſe of Things) ſeparate from the 
Church, is a Concluſion not to be admitted. 
For if their own Miniſter is one of theſe de- 
bauch'd, and wicked living. Clergymen, they 
may, and are oblig'd as ſuch, to preſent him; 
if by this Means he reforms, the Grievance 18 


remov'd; if he continues obſtinate and incor- 


rigible, they may (as obſerv'd Page 44.) get 
him remoy'd, both ex Oficio and ex Beneficio, 


Or, even ſuppoſing * his Intereſt with the 


- BY Biſhop, ſo great, that his Pariſh cannot rout 


* him out of his Benefice,” yet you know, 
Sir, that the Unworthineſs of a Miniſter does 
not of itſelf hinder the Effects of his Preach- 
ing, or adminiſtring the Holy Sacraments ; as 

is fully explain'd in the 26th Article, and ſince 


09 pretend to be ſuch a Friend to the 39 Ar- 


ticles 


49 ] 


ticles of Religion. I hope you will more readily 


admit their Authority in the Point before us : 
The Words of the 26th Article run thus, Al- 


though in the viſible Church the Evil be ever 


mingled with. the Good, and ſometime the 
Evil have chief Authority i in the Miniſtration of 
the Word, and Sacraments ; yet foraſmuch as 


they do not the fame in their own Name, but 


in Chriſt's, and do Miniſter by his Commiſſion 
and Authority, we may uſe their Miniſtry, 
both in hearing the Word of God, and in re- 
ceiving of the Sacraments : Neither is the Ef- 
fe& of Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by their 
Wickedneſs, nor the Grace of God's Gifts de- 
miniſh'd from ſuch, as by Faith, and rightly do 
receive the Sacraments adminiſtred unto them, 
which be effeQtual becauſe of Chriſt's Inſtitu- 
tion and Promiſe, although they be miniſtred 
by evil Men.” So that even ſuppoling the 
worſt, Sir, and that it is the dreadful Misfortune 
of a Pariſh to have a worthleſs infamous Cler- 
gyman 3 upon it for Life, ſtill Men ought 
not to 

his ſcandalous Life can't indeed but give great 
Offence, and reger him very odious to his 
Pariſhioners e in by no Means excuſe 


them for dividing the Unity of the Church, 
and ſetting up a Conventicle in Oppoſition to 
the Houſe of God. 

But come, Sir, I will for once grant all that 
you can with ; 1 will allow, that a wicked 
living Clergyman is enough t to make not only 

| D ſome, 


rſake the Church upon his Account; 
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n 
ſome, but all of his Pariſhioners turn Diſſenters; 
but then, ought they not to return to the Church 
again aſſoon as it is ſupply'd by a ſober diligent 
Man ? They left the Church on Account of the 
ſcandalous Life of the Parſon, but when that 
Cauſe is remov'd, their Objection falls to the 
Ground of itſelf, For the Diſſenters Plea for Se- 
paration may be drawn up in theſe Words; I left 
the eſtabliſh d Church, becauſe it was ill-ſupply'd, 
and that I might find out better Teachers ſome- 
where elſe; ergo, when the Church is well 
ſupply'd (and that Church muſt have very hard 
Fate that never is) I ought to return to it's 
Community again; becauſe the very ſame Rea- 
ſon which is given for leaving the eſtabliſh'd 
Church, is the ſtrongeſt that can poſſibly be 
devis'd for returning over to it again; for I may 
ſafely venture to affirm, without any Suſpicion? 
of Prejudice or Partiality, that there are as 
learned, and pious Paſtors in the eſtabliſh'd 
Church as the beſt of your Diſſenting Teachers. 
Befides, Sir, give me Leave to aſk upon what 
. Acgount it is, that the Separatiſts not only for- 
ſake the Church but her Doctrines, and do every 
Man whatſoever is right in his own Eyes? 
Their quarrelling with the Clergy, is but a 
poor Excuſe for quarrelling with the decent Rites 
and fignificant Ceremonies of the Church. It 
is one Thing to be offended at the Lives of the 
Clergy, and another to invent ſtrange Doctrines; 
there is a wide Difference betweem barely leav- 
ing the Church, and oppoſing her Manner of 
F Worſhip, 


7 


| 1 51 ] 

Worſhip, and broaching ſuch Tenets, as are not 
only contrary to the Church, but to the Doctrines 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. For notwithſtanding 

the Government has indulg d every Man the 
Liberty to worſhip God in his own Way, yet, 

it is Pity this Indulgence (comply d with at firſt 
rather out of Neceſſity than Choice) ſhould be 
wantonly abus'd; and that one wicked living 
Clergyman ſhould not only be made a Pretence 
for leaving theeſtabliſh'd Church, but from hence 
an Occaſion took to ſet up new, and for ſo 
many Centuries unheard of Methods of publick 
Worſhip. For as to the ſcandalous Lives of 
the Clergy, if this be the real Cauſe of ſo many 


fatal Breaches in our Sion, then why ſhould 


not the faithful and diligent Labours of a ſober 


Clergyman, be inſtrumental in healing them 


up again? Why ſhould an infamous Parſon 
frighten the Diſſenters from the Church, when 
perhaps ten regular worthy Clergymen are not able 
to bring them back again? Is it not ſtrange that 
one bad Man ſhould do ſo much Harm, when 


others quite the Reverſe can do fo little Good? 


Is it not really amazing, that Men ſhould be ſo 
forward to quarrel with, and ſo backward to be 
reconcil'd to their Miniſters ; that they ſhould be 
ſo mighty quick-fighted to ſpy out his Failings, 
and ſo blind to his good Qualities ; that every 
little Slip muſt be look'd upon · as an unpardon- 
able Sin, and every petty Offence magnified into 
A capital Crime? Fe or it is well known if a Cletgy- 


man once does amiſs, he is feldom forgiven; 
> | D 2 and 
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and if there is but one drunken idle headed Par- 
fon in a Neighbourhood, he is ſare to be quoted 
W all Occaſions; while thoſe Clergymen are 

rpoſely overlook'd, who faithfully and con- 
ſeientiouſly diſcharge their miniſterial Function 
to the beſt of their Power and Abilities. What 
this uncommon Treatment of the Clergy can be 
owing to, is hard to gueſs : But ſo it really in 
Fa is; and let a Clergyman behave as he will, 
he cannot help giving Offence ; if his Conduct 
be regular and diſcreet, one ſort of Men eſteem 
him the leſs for it, and either look upon him 
as a deſigning Hypoerite, or a dull formal Fel- 
low, for troubling his Head about Regularity 
and Sobriety. And if, on the contrary, he is 
careleſs and negligent in his Duty, or guilty of 
the leaſt Irregularities in any former Part of 
Life, this blaſts all his future Endeavours, and 
Tuins his Reputation for ever. And whether 
this, Sir, is treating the Clergy as our Fellow- 
Creatures; by being thus offended at them be- 
cauſe God has not thought fit to make them 
Angels, but Men, muft be ſubmitted to the 
ſerious Reflection of your own Conſcience, and 
how either that, or God, who beſt knows its 
Integrity, will acquit you for making the Fail- 
ings of the Clergy, (from which they are no 
more exempt by the Courſe of Nature than the 
reſt of Mankind) a Handle for Scparation, is not 
mine but yours to determine. 

I find, Sir, your next Complaint inn the 
Clergy is, that ar are a greedy, covetous, 


and 


p 
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9 and uncharitable Race of Mortals. This 


Objection above all the reſt convinces: me, that 


when Men even of the greateſt Candour and 


Humanity are once poſſeſs d with that reſtleſs 
and turbulent Spirit of Slander, they never 
know when to give over. For I ſee you are 


 reſolv'd to quarrel with the Clergy at all Events, 
and to pick Holes in their Coats in ſpite of all 
their Caution, I find that notwithſtanding the 
| | innumerable Hardſhips the inferior Clergy 


have to ſtruggle with, how fond ſome Men are 


do oppreſs them, to catch at every Opportunity 
to beat down their Tithes, and to leflen and im- 


poveriſh their Salaries ; yet if after all this, a 


; Clergyman has not the Charity and Generolity 


of a Gentleman of a plentiful temporal Eſtate, 

be is immediately mark'd out for a covetous 
ſtingy Wretch, and one that hath no Bowels of 
- Compaſſion towards his Fellow- Creatures. But 
when you accuſe the Clergy of Covetouſneſs, 

it is ſtrange methinks you don't produce one 
| Reaſon for ſo heavy an Accuſation; you ſhould 
either have ſhewn that they are more addicted 
to this Crime than other Men are, or elſe ſaid 
nothing at all about it. And if you had con- 
ſider'd the true State of the BE the Nature 


of their Tenures, the additional Out-goings of 


Firſt-Fruits, Tenths, Synodals and Procurations 
over and, above their Lay-Neighbours, you 
could never have expected that a Clergyman 
ſhould beſtow as mu ch in Acts of Charity, as a 
Gentleman of the ſame yearly Income ; and 
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an Income not like the Clergyman's for Life 
only, but, in the Language of the Law,. to 
him and his Heirs for ever. Neither, Sir, can 
it, in Prudence, be expected, that a Clergyman 
with a Family to provide for, and who has no 
other Dependance but his ſpiritual Preferment, 
ſhould Sire 2 every Farthing of the Over- 
plus of his 1 ving, befide what is juſt barely 
neceflary for his preſent Support. This would 
be to exp6ſc himſelf — the Cenſure of the A- | 
— who affirms — 2f any + provide not for 

is own, and efpecially 57 ofe of his own Houſe, 
he hath ane the Faith, and is worſe than an 

Infidel. And tho' a Clergyman who gives away 
all that the preſent Wants of his Family does 
not demand, may be call'd an Alms-giver, 
ſtill it will not entitle him to the Character of 
a charitable Man; for Charity (ſays the Pro- 
verb) ſhould always begin at Home, remem- 
bring at the ſame Time not to let it end there 
too. A Man“ s own Family has a Right in the 
firſt Placè to be conſider'd; and when that is 
done, there is Room for true Charity ; true Cha- 
rity, I fay, becauſe whatever a Man gives away 
when he knows the Circumſtances of his Family 
will not allow it, is not Charity, but Oſtenta- 
tion and vain- glow ; or at the beſt only thought- 
leſs and miſplac'd Bounty. Now I would not 
have you from hence conclude, that I am plead- 
ing in defence of a covetous ard unalms-giving 
Temper, far be it from me, for on . con- 
5 t 1 Tim, v. 8. 


trary 


C55 þ 
_rrary, . I think thoſe Men can't be treated with 


too much Contempt and Severity, who, when 
they have it in their Power (and this is always 
ſuppos'd) won't cheerfully relieve the temporal, 
as well as ſpiritual Wants of Mankind ; but 
like that rich and inhuman Wretch upbraided 
in the Goſpel, turn their Backs upon their in- 
digent Brethren, not ſuffering them ſo much 
as to glean the Waſte and Refuſe of their 
Houſes, or to feed upon the Fragments which 
fall from their Tables. A Clergyman undoubt- 


edly lies under manifold Obligations to this 


Duty of Charity, or more properly Alms-giving, 
as a Man, as a Chriſtian, and as a Miniſter of 


the Goſpel. I am oblig'd to relieve the de- 


ſtreſs' d — neceſſitous upon the Principles of 
natural Religion only, which is no more than 
doing unto others as I would wiſh, were I in 
the like calamitous Circumſtances, others would 


do unto me; and as a Chriſtian, I am poſi- 


tively commanded to do all the Good I am able 
to every Object in Diſtreſs ; which Command 
I am oblig'd to obſerve, for the Sake of him 
who gave it me. And a# a Miniſter of. F 
Goſpel, the Obligation riſes ſtill higher; 
Clergyman is not only enjoin'd. this Duty i in 
common with other Chriſtians, but oblig'd to 
greater Acts of Mercy and Compaſſion, and 
call'd upon to more eminent Degrees of Charity 
and Benevolence; he is more immediately con- 
cern'd in that Charge which Chriſt gave his 


Dit her upon that notable and uncommon 
* Act 
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Act of Condeſcention in waſhing their Feet, 
I have given you, ſays he, an Example tary ye 
- ſhould do as I have done to you. And it is 
evident from the whole Tenor of the Goſpel, 

that the Miniſters of Jeſus "Chriſt lie under 
ſtronger Obligattions to this, as well as to all 
other Chriſtian Duties, than the reſt of Man- 
kind; they are expreſly call'd upon to let their 
Light ſhine before Men, that they may ſee 
their good Works, and be wrought upon by the 
_ Excellency of their Lives (a far more perſuaſive 
Argument than meer ſpeculative Doctrines) 
to add their Tribute of Glory to their com- 
mon Father, which is in Heaven. So, Sir, 
were I to ſtand up in Defence of a niggardly 
Unalms- giving Clergyman, I ſhould injure my 
Conſcience, give my Saviour the Lie, and 
render myſelf odious in the Sight of God, by 
ſpeaking Good of the Covetous, whom he ab- 
Horreth. But then, as to your calling the 
Clergy © a Pack of hard-hearted covetous 
« Wretches,” though it may poſſibly be true 
of ſome, who riot in Plenty, and fare ſumptu- 
ouſly every Day, yet I dare venture to fay, that 
amongſt the Generality of private Clergymen, 
there is as much Charity at their Doors, as at the 
rich Man's Gates ; as much I fay; for if a Man 
gives what he can afford, tho* but a Cup of 
cold Water, it will be accepted by that gracious 
Being, who regards the Intention more than 
the Action, and will efteem it according to 
that a Man hath, =o not according to that 


he 
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he hath not. And in Point of common Pru- 
dence, Reſpect is always to be had to the Situa- 
tion and Abilities of the Giver ; for Juvenal's 


Remark may be as aptly apply'd in the Relief 


of our Brethren, as in the Entertainment of 
our Friends — 


Atticus eximie i cænat, lautus A FM 
Si Rutilus, Demens, Sat. XI. 


And if the Clergy, Sir, don't think bens 
oblig'd, either in Point of Prudence, or Re- 
lgion, to give away what they have to the 
Ruin of their Families, it is Pity they ſhould 
ſo highly merit your Diſpleaſure upon this Ac- 
count: But, for ought I know, ſeveral of thoſe 
whom the World may call ſtingy and niggardly, 
| leaſt deſerve theſe reproachful Epithets : IT have 
| known ſome Clergymen paſs for narrow-ſoul'd 
covetous Wretches, and for no other Reaſon, 
| but becauſe their Circumſtances oblig'd them, 

or their Inclinations diſpos'd them to lead a 
private retir'd Life, tho' they ſeldom paſgd a 
Day without doing ſome ſecret Acts of Charity. 


And I can't help obſerving, Sir, how ſtrongly | 


moſt People are prejudic'd againſt the Clergy, 
what falſe Notions they have imbib'd of this 
Body of Men, how many ungenerous Things 
they ſurmiſe, and then draw Concluſions from 
theſe Surmiſes, as if they were Matters of Fact. 
For that you are ſo much offended at the Clergy 
for being, (as you may imagine) a Set of un- 
Charitable covetous Men, can be owing to no- 


thing 
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thing elſe but taking Things by the wrong End, 
and not conſidering the — State of the Clergy. 
It is well known, that when a Clergyman firſt 
enters upon his Living, it is always expected 
that he ſhould live * to the reported Income 


of his Benefice, which is generally a Fourth, 
ſometimes a Third leſs than the real Value; if 
he does not live up to the reported Value, he 
draws the common Cry of his Pariſh upon his 
Head, for a niggardly mean-ſpirited Wretch ; 
if he does, he is ſure in few Years to hurt his ? 
Fortunes; and pray, what does he get in Re- 
turn for living to pleaſe the World inſtead of 
himſelf? Why, in a little Time he is in every 
Body's Mouth, becauſe he is in every Body's 
Debt, grows contemptible in his Pariſh, is 
laugh'd at by his Enemies, pity'd by his Friends, 
upbraided by his poor Family, and (unleſs he 
has forgot to think) condemn'd by his own 
Boſom, every Day he lives, for his Extravagance 
and Folly. fr for ought I know, it is ow- 
ing to Clergymen s ſetting out too faſt at firſt, 
and. ſtupidly affetivg to live like People of 
Rank and Fortune, that we behold ſuch melan- 
choly Objects of poor ſtarving Orphans, and 
helpleſs Widows, which are the fad Remains, 
and miſerable Monuments of ſome Clergymens 
_ thoughtleſs Extravagance. Not but great 
Numbers of theſe moving Objects of Pity and 
Compaſſion, are the dreadful Effects of fach a 
vaſt Quantity of ſmall Livings, which are not 
rad for a ber * Man, much leſs. they 
51656 they 
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they allow, even with the moſt prudent Oeco- 
nomy, any Sort of future Proviſion for a Widow 
and Children. And I am willing to hope, when 
you come to conſider theſe Thing rightly, you 
will be a little more ſparing in caſting theſe 


Reflections of Covetouſneſs, &c, upon a Body of 


Men, from whom no fuch extraordinary Bounty 
and Generoſity can be ex And, I own, 
I did not ſuſpect to hear you accuſe the Clergy 
ſo much on the Score of Covetouſneſs, as for 
running into the other Extreme, and giving 
into that ridiculous Taſte (for with Reſpe& to 
private Clergymen it is the very Pinnacle of 
Madneſs) of a general Acquaintance, thereby 
not only injuring their Circumſtances, but ſa- 
crificing- one of the moſt valuable Gifts of 
Providence [Time] to the Fatigue and Drudgery 
of eternal Viſits; Viſits that have. nothing to 
recommend them, but formal outſide Civility, 
and empty unmeaning Ceremonies. Or, even 
ſuppoſing a general Acquaintance can be found- 


ed upon Friendſhip and Reaſon, ftill this is a 


Pleaſure the Clergyman pays for too dearly with 
the Loſs of his Time, and the Ruin of his Fa- 
mily. Not that a Clergyman i is to be debarr'd, 
any more than another Man, from the noble 
Privilege of Friendſhip and Society, this would 
be to make him an uſeleſs melancholy Creature, 
and would render his Life miſerable and burden- 
ſome; all that I would beg Leave to recom- 


mend is, a due Obſervance of that moſt excel-. 


lent Role, Ne quid nimis. But as you have 
ii paſs d 
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paſs'd theſe wonderful buſy Gentlemen over in 
Silence, ſo ought I, only to convince you, 
that I am not ſo unreaſonably prejudic'd to my 
own Profeſſion, as you are pleas d to affirm in 
your Letter of January laſt, wherein you ſay, 
„ It is no Wonder if I (8 a Clergyman) am 
c for hiding the Spots of my own Cloth, and 
for concealing thoſe Faults, which my Con- 
* ſcience tells me I cannot defend. But I moſt 


fincerely proteſt, T am not conſcious to myſelf, 


that I have overlook'd any one Fault of the 
Clergy, or induſtriouſly conceal'd their Irregu- 

larities, much leſs have I endeavour'd to defend 
my own Order in any Thing, which juſtly de- 
ferves Cenſure ; No, Sir, I have conſider d my 
Brethren and myſelf as we really are, Men, and 
not Angels, and'in Conſequence of our Nature, 
Hable to the ſame Infirmities with the reſt of 


Mankind; and all your Accuſations, and Ob- 


jections againſt the Clergy, amount to neither 
more nor leſs than this very Truth, that they 
are Men of like Paſſions with yourſelf; I mean, 
Sir, with your former Self, before your © happy 
« Converſion to Methodiſm, for your Nature 


is now ſpiritualiz d to ſuch a ſublime Degree, as 


to exalt you far above that earthly Sphere, in 


|  » which other groveling Wreétches heavily move 
in. Your next Objection againſt the Clergy, 


I find is chiefly levell'd againſt the youngeſt Sort 


of this Order, whom you accuſe of murdering 


their Time, from Monday to Saturday, in ſuch 


the 


L611 
the Gravity of their Profeſſion (viz.) Shooting, 
Hunting, and ſuch like Diverſions. With regard 
to Shooting, you think a Clergyman always un- 
der Arms, and eternally ſurrounded: with Dogs, 
is a very unſeemly Sight, It has not, I muſt 
own, a very good Look, neither is it altogether 
in Character 3 - but then Sir, there is a wide 
Difference between makinga Trade of a Thing, 


and a Diverſion only; and I ſhould think a 


Clergyman might now and then amuſe himſelf 
with an Hour's Hunting, or Shooting, without 
either neglecting his Pariſh, or his Studies; and 
tho' there may be ſome. thoughtleſs rrifling 
young Fellows, who are but juſt ſtept into 
Holy-Orders, that have given Occaſion to this 
Objection; yet why muſt the'reſt of the Clergy 
be debarr'd the Uſe of all innocent healthful 
Diverſions, becauſe theſe idle-headed young 
Sparks make a wrong Uſe of their Diverſions, 
and turn that into a daily Slavery, which was 
only meant for a harmleſs Amuſement. For 
notwithſtanding there was a Time, when the 
Clergy were prohibited from Shooting, &c. yet 
it was not, I ſuppoſe, becauſe there was any 
moral Turpitude in the Thing itſelf, but leſt 
the Clergy of thoſe unſettled and turbulent 
Times ſhould make a wrong Uſe of their 


Weapons; and-as Milton obſerves of that mighty 


Hunter before the Lord, — make Men, not 
Beaſts their Game, B. XII. v. 30. For I can't 
conceive what Harm there is in a Clergyman's 


now and then taking a _ s Diverſion of thia 
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| dies, merely for being a Clergyman, I cannot 


theſe ſporting Blades out of the Ficld to their 
Books, it would be doing them a greater Piece of 


of this hopeful Tribe of Nimrod, who have 
been any Time in the Prieſthood, there is leſs 
Need to add any Thing more in Anſwer to an 


[6] 


Nature by way of Exerciſe and Amuſement; | 


and when a Thing is innocent in itſelf, it is not 
the Uſe but the Abuſe of it which is blameable. 
As to my own Part, theſe are Diverſions I never 
take; but it is becauſe I have not Leiſure for ſo 
doing; for I know ſome Clergymen, who take a 
Day; or two Day's Diverſion in a Seaſon with- 
out the leaſt Neglect of Parochial Duty. Be- 


ſides, a conſtant ſedentary Life does not agree 


with every Conſtitution, and a little unbending 
is as neceſſary to the Mind as Exerciſe to the Bo- 


dy; and ey a Man muſt be deny'd the Uſe of a 


Thing which is in itſelf innocent, and many 
Ways ſerviceable to the Health of Mens Bo- 


under ſtand. So that this laſt Objection affects 


none but ſuch as make a downright Trade of 
their Diverſions, and to the ſcandalous Neglect 


of their Pariſhes, and themſelves, turn that into 


a perpetual Drudgery, which was deſign'd for 


1 neceſſary Relief of too cloſe Application to 
Reading and Study; and if all Gentlemen, and 
Lords of Manouts would be ſo good as to whi 


Service, than either railing at, or reaſoning with 
them. But, as, I believe, there are not m 


Objection, which favours fo rankly of Purita- 
. * at the utmoſt | nothing, but 
that 


[ * 


16] 
that amongſt the younger Clergy there” are 


ſome few, who, if their Parents and Guardians 


| Had thought fit, would have ſhone to greater 
Advantage as Game- Keepers, than Parſons ; 
and cut a better Figure in a Green Frock and 
a French-Horn, than in that formal dull Ha- 
bit, a Gown and Caſſock. Having therefore 
finiſh'd your Objections againſt the Clergy, I 
beg Leave to appeal to your Reaſon, whether 
they are, all put together, a ſufficient Plea for a 
Man to forfake the eſtabliſh'd Religion of his 


Country ? For even granting that what you ſay 


of ſome of the Clergy, were true of all, (whi 

God forbid it ever ſhould) ftill this proves no 
more againſt the Doctrine and Worſhip of the 
Church, than the Irregularity and Intemperance 


of a Phyſician, does againſt the noble Science 


of Medicine. Your Accuſations againſt the 
Clergy are no more than a peeviſh ill-natur'd 
Satire againſt human Nature; nor do you fay 
any Thing agajaft us, but what (without Of- 
fence it may be ſpoken) may be faid of any 
other Order of Men in the World ; and that 
can never be admitted as an Argument againſt 
any one Set of Men in Pr articular, which is 
equally true of all; quod nimis probat, nihil 
probat, is a Logical Rule you can't have for- 
got; and if you would pleaſe to apply it to the 
Caſe in Hand, I am convinc'd you wou'd im- 
mediately withdraw your Allegations againſt the 
_ Clergy, meerly out of Reverence to the reſt of 
Mankind. Well, but ſay you, * the Clergy 
"are —_— by their Profeſſion to be more 
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[ 64 } 
te pious and. exemplary in their Lives than o- 
«* ther Men.“ I readily grant it; and if I did 
not look upon all Compariſons of this Nature to 
be very ungenteel in themſelves, and tending to no 
other Good but to ſtir up Strife and Animoſity, 
I think it would not be impoſſible to ſhew that 
they are ſo. And if you can point out ſeveral 
Clergymen that are a Scandal to their Profeſ- 
ſion; ſo might I mention ſome Gentlemen, 
whoſe Lives are a foul Diſgrace to every Thing 
call'd Religion, and a daily Reproach to that 
noble 7 Ig which, when rightly employ'd, 
makes Men but a little lower than Angels; but 
when abus'd degrades them beneath the Beaſts 
that periſh : But as railing is neither my Ta- 
lent, 4 my Profeſſion, I ſhall only aſk you, 
whether your Cry againſt the Clergy proves 
any Thing againſt the Church? Does your 
accuſing this Order of Men, make any Thing 
againſt the Order itſelf ? Or, does your Con- 
ſcience, that.great Arbiter of your Actions, aſ- 
ſure you that you are right in forſaking the 
Church of England, and flying from the Re- 
ligion of your Country, a Religion into which 
you was admitted by the ſacred Adminiſtration 
of Baptiſm, and what is more, have ſince moſt 
ſolemnly ratified your Baptiſmal Vow. in your 
own Perſon; will, I ſay, your Conſcience ac- 
quit you for leaving the eſtabliſh'd Church, after 
you have liv'd in it's Community for above 
thirty Years ; and for no other Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe all the Clergy don't live what they 
preach, nor always walk by thoſe Rules, » BOP 
, they 


4 


RV 
they lay down dthers? For this, Sir, is the very Sum 
of your Objektions hitherto; this ſeems to be the 
Cauſe of all your Quarrel; and you might for the very 
ſame Reaſon quarrel with our moſt excellent Laws, 
and inſtead of ſubmitting your Right and Property 
to the regular Determination of our Courts of Judi- 
cature, inſiſt upon having all Cauſes try'd by a 
Gang of High- way- men, becauſe ſome of the 
Gentlemen of the Long- Robe now and then offer 
Violence to the Law, and wreſt its Meaning to 
ſerve ſome private Ends. And unleſs you have 
ſomething to alledge againſt the Church, as well 
as againſt the Miniſters of it, and can prove that 
ſhe is falſe and erroneous in point of Doctrine, 
Worſhip, or Ceremonies, your Cry againſt the 
Clergy will never excuſe your Separation either in 
the Eyes of God, or before the Tribunal of your 
own Conſcience. The Irregularities of the Clergy, 
may juſtly make you bemoan the deplorable State 


of the Church under ſuch negligent Paſtors, but 


you ought not to add Affliction to her Bonds, by 
. widening” thoſe unhappy Breaches, which it is 
your Intereſt” as well as Duty to endeavour to 
ſtop up and heal. But without treſpaſſing any 
longer upon your Time, in Anſwer to your Ac- 
cuſations againſt the Clergy ; let us in the next 
Place ſee, what it is you object againſt their Do- 
ctrines. Vour Objections againſt the Doctrines of 
the Clergy, may be divided into thoſe which relate 


to the Doctrines they do, and thoſe they do not 


preach. With Relation to the firſt, you affirm, 
that you have frequently heard them advance ſuch 
Doctrines from the Pulpit, as rather tended to 
encourage Men in Sin, than to diſſuade them 
from it. What theſe Doctrines were it is hard to 

FO * | gueſs, 
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gueſs, for you don't mention any Particulars. Vou 
cannot mean thoſe moral Eſſays, which I know 
ſome Clergymen are mighty fond of, as being 
what they abſurdly call polite and faſhionable 


Diſcourſes; for tho' theſe Diſcourſes can't be deem' d 


very proper from the Mouth of one, who pro- 


feſſes to teach Chriſtian Doctrines, yet they by 


no Means in themſelves encourage Sin and Vice 
in any Shape. Theſe meer moral Eſſays, may 


indeed by Degrees, lead Men unawares into an 


over-weening Fondneſs for natural Religion, which 
Fondneſs will inſenſibly beget an Indifference for 


Revelation; and this Indifference may, and too 


often does end in Infidelity and Atheiſm. But 
as I hope none of the Clergy give ſo far into this 
falſe Taſte of Preaching, as to advance meer moral 
Subjects without calling in the Aſſiſtance of Reve- 
lation, and explaining and corroborating the'moral 
Law upon Chriſtian Principles, ſo I will conclude 
theſe are not the Doctrines you are offended at. 
Neither is it poſſible to give any Anſwer to an Ob- 
jection conceiv'd in ſuch general Terms. But 


however, you are ſo good in the very next Sen- 
_ tence, as to acquit moſt of the Clergy from this 


Charge of advancing Libertine Doctrines; you 
confidently affirm, there are © very few of the 
Clergy, who preach their own Works, or ever 
write any Sermons at all.” Now granting this in 


Part to be true, yet is a Sermon to be lik'd the 


worſe, purely for being another Man's Writings ? 
If your Miniſter's Diſcourſe is truly Orthodox, 


and judiciouſly adapted to the Capacity of his 


Hearers, it may do more good, the only End of 
Preaching, than a Diſcourſe of his own compoſing. 
Every Man has not a Knack at writing Sermons; 


e and 


and I believe there are ſeveral worthy Clergymen, 
and Men of Letters too, that don't compoſe every 
Sermon they preach ; neither can it be expected, 
that every young Clergyman ſhould be able to 
make a. Sermon or two a Week; this would be 
murdering his Time, or at the beſt ſpending it in 
ſuch Exerciſes, as he can't at that Time of Day be 
ſuppos d over-well * qualified for. 
I have often thought, if young Clergymen, for the firſt 2 or 3 
Years after they enter into Order, were now and then to read Part of 

( a Homily to their Pariſhioners, Net of preaching other Men's Ser- 
mons, or giving them a meer moral Lecture of their own (as is often 

the Caſe) it wou'd be more for the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, and the 


Benefit of thofe committed to their Care. And it is well known, this 
Method of reading the Homilies would be no Innovation, but, ſtrictly 
- ſpeaking, more conformable to the Nubrick. At the End of the Meine 


Creed, it is left to a Clergyman's Option, whether he will read out of 
the Homilies, or preach a Sermon of his own ; And in the 35th Article 1 
relating to the 2d Book of Homilies, the teading of which as well as 1 
of that ſet forth in the Time of Edward VI. is judged proper to be q 
done in Churches by.the Minifter, diligently and dle „ that the 1 
may be underftanded of the People. And if it ſhould be objected, . 
that the Reaſons for Publiſhing, and cauſing the Homilies to be read in 1 
Churches are now ceaſed; this [ abſolutely deny: For one chief Rea- : 4 
ſon for reconimending. the publick Reading of the firſt Book of Homi- 
lies was, as expreſs'd in the Preface to that Edit. publiſh'd.in the Year 1 
1562. Jo inſtruct the Iguorant in the Chief and Principal Points of 
Chriſtian Religion, and to expel and drive away, as well all corrupt, | 
vicious, and ungodly Living, as alſo erroneous and poyſon'd Doctrines, 
tending to Superſtition and Idolatry.“ And whether there is not as — 
much corrupt, vicious and ungodly Living now, as then, with ſeveral - 
kind of falſe and erroneous Dodines that were never dream'd on 
when the firſt Book of Homilies was publiſh'd, is a Truth too noto- 1 
rioufly known. to be diſputed. Another Reaſon for ſetting forth the 1 
Flemilies was, that All thoſe who were appointed Miniſters, had not 5 
the Gift of preaching ſufficiently to inſtruct the People committed unto 
them, whereof greatInconvenience might riſe, andIgnorance ſtill be main- 
tain' d.“ And I may venture to ſay, withaut any Shadow of Reflection, 
that the ſame Reaſon ſtill holds in Part ; for as there were then, ſo 
there are now Numbers of Clergymen, and Men of great Worth and 
F . have not the G of Preachipg, or Talent of Oratory, 
neither need the very beſt of Divines be aſham'd now and then to read 
Part of a i his Audience 3. for, as far as I am able to judge by 
. what Books of Divinity I have ever yet ſeen, the Homilies (allowing 
dor the Times they were wrote in) = the very beſt Body of Divinity 
OR 3 2 ever 
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And if you have no other Obje@ion'againſt your 


Miniſter, but becauſe he does not for twenty or 
thirty Years together, give you a couple of freſh 


Sermons every Sunday of his own compoſing, I 
think it is a very ſorry Excuſe for ſeeking out for 
a new Teacher. However, I believe your Com- 
plaint againſt the Clergy for being either too lazy, 
or too ignorant to compoſe their own Sermons, is 
in a great Meaſure as falſe as it is ill-natur'd and 
ſpiteful: For it cannot be deny'd, but we have 


great Variety of learned and pious Diſcourſes upon 


all religious Subjects; and pray give me leave to 
- aſk you, who were theſe Diſcourſes writ by at firſt? 
Mere they not all, or kt leaſt moſt of them, com- 
pos'd by that very Order of Men which you thus 


dreadfully accuſe of Indolence and Incapacity ? 


And if you ſhould fay a Barrow, a Tillotſon, and 
a Rogers, are ſufficient to ſtock half the Clergy 


of the Kingdom with Sermons all their Life-time, 
this is begging the Queſtion ; for, as to my own 


Fart I can truly ſay (and why may not other Cler- 


| 2 Ever bend by Man; the great and ſundamental Duties of Chriftianity 
0 


ate ſet forth in fo ſtrong a Light, and che Faith and Practice of a 
* Chriſtian made fo pla in and eaſy, that I hve often wonder'd the Read- 
ing of theſe moſt excellent Diſcourſes ſhould be wholly laid aſide, eſpe- 
; cially ſince the doing it is left to every Clergyman's Prudence and 
"Choice. And I cannot help thinking, but if the Right Rev. the Bi- 
ſhops, and other eccleſiaſtical Governors, were to recommend it to 
young Clergymen to read now and then Part of a Homily pradently 
_ Choſen, inltead of thoſe looſe incoherent Eſſays, neither ſound Divi- 
nity, nor good Morality, it would be one likely Means to prevent 
People from running after every Upſtart Teacher, and flocking by 
© Crowds even to Quaker-Meetings, for the Sake, as they pretend at leaſt, 
of hearing Scripture; tho? but a Word here and there abſurdly hook'd 
in; and, like new Cloth upon an old Garment, it is at the beſt a ri- 
diculous Piece of patch'd Work, and only helps to make Matters 
worſe than they were before.. But the Thing is this, that notwith- 
- ftanding Men do by their Lives contradict the Precepts of the Goſpel, 
yet, (ſome few excepted,) they juſtly entertain in their own Minds ſuch 
2 high Veneration for the Bible, that if they can't hear Scripture 
preach'd at Home, they will be ſure to go where they can. | 

| ; gymen 
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gymen ſay the fame too?) that I never yet preach'd 

ten Sermons but what . (ſuch as they be) were of 
my own compoſing ; and till I am fo far from 
applauding myſelf upon this Account, that I am 
ſure my Time might have been employ'd to much 
better Purpoſes; and it would certainly have been. 
more for the Advantage and Improvement of my 
Hearers, if I had given them a good Diſcourſe of 


another Man's, inſtead of a paltry one of my own, 
which muſt frequently be the Caſe when a Cler- 


 gyman writes a Sermon or two every Week, The 


next 'Thing which raiſes your Indignation againſt 
the Clergy, is not on Account of what Doctrines 
they preach, but ſuch, as you affirm they are ſi- 


lent about (vig.) The Doctrines of Predeſtination, 


Election, Regeneration, or, as it ſtands in your Bi- 
ble, New-Birth, With regard to the Doctrine of 


Predeſtination you conclude, that fince the Cler- 


gy of the eſtabliſh'd Church are filent about it, 
therefore they deny it, and in ſo doing deny thoſe 


Articles of Religion to which they have moſt ſ0-;. 


lemnly ſubſcrib'd. Pray Sir, how do you know 
the Clergy deny this Article of Predeſtination ? Is 
Silence alone a full Proof of Infidelity ? And muſt 


a Clergyman be accus'd with denying this Doct- 


rine, becauſe he won't flatter and delude his Hear- 
ers, by perſwading them they are the Elect of the 
Lord, and Veflels choſen to Honour, — Beſides, 
your ſaying the Clergy are filent upon this Arti- 
cle, is utterly falſe ; ſo that you are unfortunately 


out in every Part of your Syllogiſm, not only the 


Propoſition you lay down is falſe, but, even ſup- 


poſing it true, the Conſequence you draw from 


it is illogical ; for the Clergy are ſo far from ei- 


| ther denying, or being filent upon this Article of 
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Predeſtination, that it is what they both preach 


and maintain in a conditional Senſe; and for any 
Man to affirm God's allwiſe and juſt Decrees to be 
abſolute and unconditional, would be paying but 
a forry Compliment to that gracious Being, who 
has declar' d, that he will render to every Man ac- 
cording to his Deeds, whether they be Good, or 
whether they be Evil. And as to the Article it- 
ſelf of Predeſtination and Election, it ſays not a 
Word about abſolute Decrees, it is only deliver'd 


in general Terms, as may be ſeen from the Words 
of the 17th Article, which are as follows. Pre- 


deſtilation to Life, is the everlaſting Purpoſe of 
God, whereby (before the Foundations of the World 
were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by bis Caun- 
cil, ſecret to us, to deliver from Curſe and Dam- 


nation, thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt out of 


Mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting 
Salvation, as Veſſels made to Honour. But per- 
haps, you will ſay, that ſince the Article takes no 
Notice of Good Works, it is a ſtrong Preſumption 


in favour of abſolute Predeſtination. To which 


I anſwer, that neither does the Article exclude 
good Works; and therefore its being ſilent is no 
poſitive Proof one way or other. But if I were 
allow'd to ſpeak for the Article, I ſhould think 


it all along tacitly ſuppos'd good Works and evil, 
to be reſpectively included in the Doctrine of Elec- 


tion and Reprobation; neither can it be imagin'd, 
that the Compilers of this Article ever ſo much as 
dreamt of ſetting aſide good Works as neceſſary to 
Salvation; they took it for granted there could be 
no manner of need to mention good Works expreſly, 
or to ſet that down in the Article, as a neceſſary 
Condition of Man's Salvation, which is fo _—_ 
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ouſly inſiſted upon in almoſt every Page of the Goſ⸗- 
pel- Covenant. But as the Royal Declaration pre- 
fix d to the thirty- nine Articles, wiſely forbids Men 
from enterring into any curious and needleſs Diſ- 
putes concerning the Senſe and Meaning of theſe 
Articles of Religion, in which there may be ſome 
Things hard to be underſtood, I ſhall add no more 
upon the Article in diſpute; but only beg Leave 

to know, how the Doctrine of abſolute Predeſtina- 
tion can be reconcil'd either to Reaſon or the re- 
veal'd Word of God ? Sober, unprejudiced Reaſon 
tells us, that a Being infinitely wiſe, juſt and holy, 
will never paſs ſuch abſolute (I had almoſt ſaid un- 

juſt) Decrees upon his Creatures, as the Advocates 
be abſolute Predeſtination would make him; and 
Revelation (thanks be to it's Divine Author for it) 
has put it beyond all Diſpute, that Man's Salvation 
is purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt upon Condition of 
Faith, Repentance and good Works, but not other- 
wiſe. This, Sir, is the Doctrine of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, a Doctrine no ways: ſhocking to a Man's 
Faith, but founded alike in Reaſon and Scripture. 
And that God has choſen out of Mankind all ſuch 
as walk religiouſly in good Works, and will of his 
merciful Bounty, bring them at length, to everlaſt- 
ing Salvation through Chriſt, is a Doctrine the Cler- 
gy of the Church of England are ſo far from being 
filent upon, that it is their profeſs'd and avow'd 
Principle; and therefore your accuſing them of 
Infidelity with Relation to the Article of Predeſti- 
nation, is as groundleſs, as the Reaſon you give for 
it (their Silence) is falſe. 

Another Doctrine which you accuſe the Clergy 
of denying, and for the ſame Reaſon as above (via.) 
their Silence, is that of Regeneration, or New- 
| E 4 . Birth. 
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Birth. But if by Regeneration you mean being 


born again in a ſpiritual Senſe of Water and the Ho- 


_ by Ghoſ!, if the New-Biith conſiſts in putting on 


the New-Man, if it is in betng made- the Sons of 


God, by Adoption, in dying unto Sin and living 


again unto Righteouſneſs, if it is in believing, that 


as the Offspring of Adam we are Dead, but as Heirs 
of the ſecond Covenant alive thro' Chriſt, then, I 
dare be bold to ſay, your Accuſation is very unjuſt, 


But if by the New-Birth, you mean an abſolute 
putting off of human Nature with all it's inſeparable 
Failings and Infirmities, and a putting on in its 
Stead, a divine angelical Nature; if, with miſtaken. 
Nicodemus, you fancy that by being born again, our 


Saviour means, that we muſt enter a ſecond Time 


into our Mother's Womb and he born, in this Senſe 


of the New-Birth, I fear moſt of the Clergy may 
be juſtly call'd Infidels; neither will they, I believe, 


be cur'd of this their Tnfidelity, unleſs your great 
Patron and his Followers could give ſome better 
Proof of their being born again, in this boaſted ſin- 
leſs and unſpotted State, than by railing at other 
Men, for ſtill continuing frail and finful Mortals. 
And, now, Sir, I think I have gone thro! all your 
Objections againſt the Clergy, both with reſpect to 
their Lives and Doctrines; let me therefore beg of 
you to look back into this Apology, and tell me, 
wherein I have © conceal'd any of the Foibles of 
my Profeſſion, or paſs'd thoſe Faults over in Silence, 
which my Conſcience told me I could not defend: 
This you took for granted I ſhould do; but if you 
will give yourſelf the Trouble to read over this little 
Apology, attentively and impartially, you will find 
I have not, (knowingly at leaſt) omitted any Thing, 
WIE has the n n of an Objection; where 


the 


K. 
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the Clergy are juſtly blameable, I have frankly al- 
low'd it; and where they are treated unfairly, I 
thought it my Duty to defend them: And whether 
J have not ſhewn the Falſhood of ſome of your Ac- 
cuſations, the Diſingenuity of others, and the Weak- 
neſs of all (conſider'd as Pleas for Separation) muſt 
be left to the Judgment of the candid and unpre- 
judiced Reader. Therefore, Sir, I muſt be fo free 
as to tell you, that unleſs you can give ſome ſtronger 
Reaſons for your Separation, than any you have hi- 
therto produced, you can never anſwer it, either to 
God or your Conſcience: For to be guilty of the 
Sin of Schiſm, meerly out of Wantonneſs, and a ri- 
diculous Fondneſs for Novel-Doctrines, is a Tranſ- 
greſſion of ſuch a deep Dye, as can never be waſh'd 
out, but by an abundant Stream of his Blood, whoſe 
myſtical Body you ſo fatally rend and divide in 
Pieces. So that I would ſeriouſly recommend it to 
you, to arraign yourſelf before that impartial Tri- 
bunal, your Conſcience, let that be your Judge, and 
yourſelf both Advocate and Party, Let it aſk you 
the following Queſtions, and receive your Sentence 
according to the Uprightneſs and Integrity of your 
Heart, Did you leave the Eftabliſh'd Church for 
Conſcience Sake, - or for the Sake of new-fangled 
Doctiines? Was your Separation founded in Prin- 
ciple, or the Effect of a wavering unſettled Mind ? 
Was it owing to the neglect of your Miniſter, or 
to the Cunning and Artifice of a diſguis d“ Jeſuit ? 

| - ++ »BW 


It is well known theſe notable Propagators of Religion act under 
every Shape but their own, and appear to be every thing ſooner than 
what they really are. They have learnt to practiſe the Apoſtle's Rule, 
of — being made all Things unto all Men, in ſuch an unbounded La- 
titude, as to ſtick at nothing that may increaſe the Number of their 
Proſelytes: for theſe are ſuch induſtrious and indefatigable Seducers of 
Mankind, as to compaſi Sea and Land to make one Preſelyte; but I will 
r not 


r 


Wu rue Tre or 


little Miſunderſtanding and perſonal Prejudices ? 


as 

Did you quarrel with your Miniſter ſo much on 
account of his own infamous Life, as for too ſenſi- 
bly reproving the Faults of others? Was it the Man 
or the Preacher that offended you? Was your Se- 
paration a rational deliberate Act, or owing to ſome 
Was 


LY 


not ſay that when this Proſelyte is made, hey (like the Phariſees of 
old) make him twofold more the Child of Hell than theniſthves, this can 


never be; but they may be truly ſaid to make him ten-fold more the 
Child of Hell than he was before. And here I cannot help obſerving 


how fatally the Diſſenters are infatuated, by ſuffering themſelves to be 


deluded by thoſe very Men, againit whom they profeſs ſuch mortal Ha- 


tred, and to be made the Dupes of the Church of Rome, even while 
they boaſt the moſt perfect Reformation from her Errors, and pretend 


to be ſworn Enemies to every thing that ſmells. of the Pope. For that 
our Diſfenting Brethren are daily impoſed upon by Romiſh Emiſſaries, 


who hold forth in their Meetings under the Character of Scotch Iti. 


nerant Preachers, is notoriouſly: known to be Fact. For if one of theſe 
1acred_Jmpoſtors does but rail againſt the Common-Prayer, cry down all 


Forms, and (like that Arch-Knave Commin, who by a certain Figure of 
Speech had the Title of Faithful, not for being true to Jeſus Chriſt, but 
the Pope) thunder out bitterly againſt the Vicar of . Rome, when at the 
ſame Time he is endeavouring, (agreeable to that curſed Maxim, Di- 


vide, & Impera) to extend his Dominions ; let but (I ſay) one of 


theſe holy Villains adapt his Diſcourſe to the Taſte of the Diſſenters, 
and he is ſure to come off with Applauſe, and Jeaves behind him the 
Reputation of a true genuine Proteſtant, a right heavenly and deep 
Divine. This is a Game the Jeſuifts know full well bow to play, and 
is what they have long ago praQtis'd upon the poor deluded Diſſenters 
in moſt Parts of the Kingdom. I well remember, when I lived at Spa/d- 
«wick near Kimbolton in the County of Huntingdon, the Memory of White- 


read, alias White, a Ramiſb Emiſſary, who was executed in the Time of 


the Popi/e Plot, was held in great Veneration by ſame Diſſenters in that 
Place. And upon Enquiry I found he had held-forth in that Town, 
and opened his godly Diccourle with bitterly declaiming againſt the 
Reformation; at which his Hearers were at firſt greatly amaz'd and 
confounded ; but he ſoon chang' d his Notes, and gave them to under- 
ſtand; he rail'd againſt it, not for what it had done, but for what it had 
left undone ; he was for reforming the Reformation itſelf ; and in 
great Zeal, inſiſted upon it, Men could neyer worſhip the Lord in god- 


ly Simplicity, and in Spirit and in Truth, without hanging dp the Biſhops, 


pulling down the Steeples, burning all the Prayer-books, and gracing 
the Funeral Pile with the Whore of Babylon's Smock, unleſs they ſhoul 


think it meet to gather up ſome Shreds from the Hearth to make 


Bands on. This heavenly Diſcourſe made ſuch a laſting Impreſſion up- 
on the Hearts of his ignorant but pious Audience, as to tranſmit the 


2751 
Was it a truly religious Motive, or ſome wild en- 
thuſiaſtick Rant, that forc'd you to Ak out for a 
more ſublime and ſpiritual Method of ſerving God? 
In a Word, had you any real Objections againſt the 
Doctrines of the Church, as well as the Lives of 
the Clergy? Could you either charge her with Li- 
bertiniſm on the one Hand, or Superſtition on the 
other? Did ſhe either lay too heavy Burdens upon 
you, or encourage you in an idle diſſolute Life? 
Did you imagine that Salvation was either not to 
be had within the Pails of the eftabliſh'd Church, 
or that the Terms requir'd to obtain it were too 
rigorous and burdenſome ? Theſe, Sir, are Que- 


ſtions neceſſary to be urg'd home; and it behoves 


you either to anſwer them, and thereby fatisfy 
your Conſcience in a Point of ſo great Moment, 
or elſe ingenuouſly to confeſs your Separation was 
a raſh unthinking Step, and conſequently. neither 
founded in Reaſon nor Religion; and for a Crea- 
ture ſtyl'd rational, not to be able to give a Rea- 
ſon for what it does, beſpeaks the worſt Abuſe of 


the beſt of Gifts, and is but too ſad a Proof, that 


either the Head or the Heart of ſuch a Man is 
not perfectly ſound. Thus far, Sir, of Religion; 


ſame Spirit of Ignorance, Superſtition and Schiſm down from Father ta 
Son to this very Day: For the Village of Spa/dwick, and indeed a 
— many other Towns in Huntingdon/hire, ſwarms very thick with 

iſſenters of various Denominations, that have bred out of the Spawn, 
which this godly Man ſcatter'd, as he travell'd through this Country. 
This I mention for the ſake of the Diſſenters of my ownNeighbourhood, 
that if any one ſhould ask them who was the Founder of their Sect, they 
may trace it back to Father Vhitebread of immortal Memory, So that 


I would not have the Diſſenters ſo over-complaiſant to Jobn Calvin, as 


l | to make him the boaſted Father of ſuch a numerous and hopefal Ifſue ; 


hey may with a very little Trouble trace back their Pedigree from his 
olineſs of Rome, inſtead of ſtopping at Geneva; and may aſſure them - 
ſelves, that where Calvin has converted his thouſands, the Pope by his 
Creatures has converted his ten thouſands, | 


and 
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and if any Thing I have faid, may induce” vou 
and other Separatiſts to debaté the Matter ſeriouſly, 
and to ſuffer Reaſon and common Senſe to act 
their proper Part in this Debate, I have gain'd my 
End. There is ſtill another Part of your Conduct, 
Sir, which gives me great Uneaſineſs, and makes 
me in Pain for your Reaſon as well as your Reli- 
gion; leaving but too much Room to ſuſpect your 
Change in one, was owing to ſome little Diſorder 
in the other; for how your forſaking the Conver- 
fation and Society of your Fellow- Creatures, can 
be 'reconcil'd upon the Principles of Reaſon and 
good Senſe, is not eaſy to determine: Neither in- 
deed do I know upon what Principle Anchoretiſm 
can be defended. For either, Sir, you retir'd from 
the World for the Sake of leading a more rigid 
and auſtere Life (the Hermits pretended Plea) or 

out of a ſullen and gloomy Mind. Now, Sir, if 

you forſook the Noiſe of the World, for the Sake 
of a more ſevere Piety, and thereby the better to 
ſecure your eternal Happineſs, this may perhaps at 
_ firſt ſeem a very pious and 'godly Motive; but 
then call to Mind how often we are deceiv'd, even 
by ourſelves, ſo as to miſtake the Shadow for the 
Subſtance of Things, and to call that Religion, 
which is nothing but the meer Effect of a melan- 
choly diftemper's Mind, For, let me aſk you what 
it s which Religion principally requires of us? Is 
it not to ſerve God, and to do all the Good we are 
able to Man? And as to the firſt great Duty of 
Religion, viz. that towards God, you are greatly 
deficient in it, even while you think, you are do- 
ing your Maker greater Service. For if one main 
End of divine Worſhip, be to advance the Ho- 
nour of him we worſhip, and if that Man * 
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the greateſt Homage to God, who not only keeps 
his Laws himſelf, but by an honeſt and publick 
Example encourages others to do the like; then, 
Sir, I cannot ſee how your ſequeſtring yourſelf from 
the World, and“ hiding your Candle under a Bu- 
ſnel,“ can be promoting the Glory of God, or ad- 
vancing the Intereſt of Religion. Neither, Sir, 
will your eternal Happineſs be ever the better ſe- 
cur'd, for thus ſecreting yourſelf from the World; 
for tho you may think hereby to eſcape it's 
Temptations, yet you have other ſpiritual Adver- 
ſares to encounter, which are no leſs dangerous 
than the World; and for ought I know, the De- 
vil has his Komen in the Deſart as mall as in the 
City, and his gloomy and melancholy Diſciples, 
in as great Numbers as his cheerful and gay ones. 
The Devil is a compleat Adept in the Art of So- 
phiſtry; and knows how to ſham falſe Arguments 
upon us for true ones, and to make Fallacy paſs 
for Fruth itſelf, Enthuſiaſm for Devotion, and 
Superſtition for ſound Religion. 
And with regard to the ſecond Branch of Religion, 
vix. our Duty towards Man, this it is evident you 
utterly neglect. For inſtead of being uſeſul to your 
Fellow - Creatures, by aſſiſting them with your 
friendly Offices of Humanity, by encouraging the 
Good, and diſcountenancing the Evil, you ſeem to 
quarrel with all alike ; and to act as ir you thought 
the whole Law abolv'd in the ſtrict, Obſervance of 
a Part, agd that God would excuſe; you. for break. 
ing the ſecond. Table, if ſo be you keep. but the 
firſt, © But this, Sir, is ſuch a palpable Abſurdity; and 
ſo flatly repugnant to the whole Tenor of the Scrip- 
tures, that if you had ever read them over attentively 


and impartally, "oy would never have fallen into ſo 
gros 
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[7%] In 
* . Miſtake, St. Janes is e * giving up 
t ommandments out of Ten (w 4872 are guilty 

8 of doing. Mi this, Neglect of the Frey able) that he 

* Ae Who oſpever hall keep the whole Lati, and yet offend 

42 in one Point, hes guilty of all: And that ſupreme and 

8 eternal Beieg. who is the Object of our Adoration never 
expects that we ſniould ſpend every Moment of our Lives 
in his. Worſhip, to the Neglect of his Commands ; and 
hat we are commanded to do all the Good we can to 
Man, as well as to worſhip God, is à Truth which no 
ſintere Chriſtian can deny. And were it not that all 
needleſs Compariſans of Cod s Laws, one with another, 

_ anſwer no other End, than to beget unteaſonable Pre- 
judices, J think it . be no difficult Matter to 
out which thoſe are, that God and our Saviour always 
jay the greateſt Streß upon; neither does it requite a- 
ny great Depth of Divinity, to determine whether Acts 
of Mercy and Benevolence ' towards Mankind, are not 
of the tw)＋ more pleaſing to God, than Duties merely = 
Devotional. God himſelf has been pleas'd to declare, = a 
Hel vi. 6. that he deſires Mercy before Sacrifice, and 
the (true) Knowledge of him more than Burnt Offerings; 
and to this Text of the Prophet our Saviour refers the 
Jews, Who A d. him for ang Acts of Mercy en 

the Sabbath. Day: Fr one Place he bids them - go and 
learn” what that Expreſſion, Jil have: Mercy: and noi 

| Sacrifice, meanerir;oand in another! he tells them, f if 

1 they had knoyn we Meaning of it, they would not 

1 have condemned hs es 498 leave 9222 Sir, 

1 it appears very evident, that God is pleas'd to diſpen 

1 with Omillons of Hege ſooner Mas Negletts x 

Omiſſions of doing. Good to Mankind; one we are ab- 

Plutely oblig?d” to do, and not to leave the other un- 

done.” gc regard to the Hetmit's other Reaſun 

FJor an adiſtere recluſe Life, via. The better to ſecure 

his eternal Salvation; I fear this is the Dictatę of a gloo- 

my dliſtemper cd Mind, or the unhappy-Effect of a pee- 
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others, ſo by Degrees it makes others appear diſagreea- 
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ble to us; and this miſerable Pride of Soul ends at laſt in 


downright Averſion to Company and Converſation z and 


therefore theſe Men, to be reveng'd on the World, 


which is ſo blind and unmannerly as neither to diſcover . 
their Merit, nor to uſe them reſpectfully enough, reſolve 


within themſelves, to bid it a final Adieu, and this they 


look upon as the moſt noble Victory over the World, and 


call that a manful Reſiſtance of its Temptations, which in 


real Truth is no more than a ſullen and cowardly Retreat. 
So that let Anchoretiſm be view'd in what Light you 


pleaſe, I think there is very little to be ſaid in its Fa- 


vour. For if it is conſidered upon the Foot of natural 
Religion, it is very evident the Anchoret defeats one 


great End of his Creation; Man was certainly never 


created for himſelf alone, but was deſign'd for a ſociable 
uſeful Being; he was not ſent into the World to dream 
away his Life in Obſcurity, nor to live ſo as merely to 
gratify himſelf, but to do what Good he can by an ho- 
neſt laudable Activity, and not to chuſe his own Way 


of Life, but to ſerve God in that Station he is placed 
in. Neither do I ſee how a recluſe Life can be recon- 


cid to the Precepts of Chriſtianity; The Divine Author 


of it has ſtrictly commanded us to love and aſſiſt one 


another, to let our Light ſhine before Men; he all a- 


long animates his Diſciples and Followers in their world- 
ly Conflicts; encouraging them to maintain their Ground, 
and neither to flee from nor faint under the Tribulations 
of the World; all which is a manifeſt. Proof that this 
Life is a State of War, not with one another, but with + 


our inviſible and ſpiritual Adverſaries; and therefore I 


think it is very evident, that Man may be truly ſaid to de- 
ſert his Chriſtian Colours, and to deny his Saviour, the 


great Captain of his Salvation before Men, who ſullenly 


retreats from the World, inſtead of manfully fighting 
under Chriſt's Banner againſt it, as well as againſt his 
other two ſpiritual Foes, Sin, and the Devil: For this, 
Sir, is what you have engaged to do, and to continue 
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Chriſt's faithful Soldier as well as his Servant unto your 
Life's End. | 
And now you have my real Opinion with Relation to 
Anchoretiſm, which (excuſe the Freedom of an old 
Friend) I cannot help attributing either to a diſorder'd 
Brain; or ſome unhappy Diſappoititment in Life, which 
has ruffled and hurt the natural Evenneſs of your Mind; 
or at the beſt it can be nothing but a blind miſtaken 
Zeal for the Honour of God, which hurries you on to con- 
clude you are doing the greateſt Homage to your Creator, 
by chwarting one of the main Ends of your Creation. 
All therefore that I ſhall farther add, is only to aſſure 
you, that this Apology, in whatever Senſe you. may take 
it, was wrote with no other, than a ſincere friendly De- 
ſign; Neither is it the mere Effect of any Prejudice a- 

gainſt the Separatiſts, or Favour to my own Order, that 
induc'd me to ſtand up in Defence of my Brethren, but 
a ſincere Regard for the Church of England, whoſe Com- 
-munion'you | have forſaken; and by what I can yet learn, 
fox /no other Reaſon but to gratify an unreaſonable Love 
of Singularity, and an inſatiable Fondneſs of new 
Teachers and new. invented Doctrines; for that this is 
actually the chief Motive with moſt Difſenters, i is the real 
Belief of him, who once had no ſmall Share in your 
Friendſhip: and though you may view me at preſent 
in another Light, and look upon me as a blinded unre- 
generate Reprobate; {till I hope this will never hurt my 
on Charity, nor make me affirm your State any other- 
wiſe dangerous, than from your too great Security ; — 
And let him that thinketh he ſtandeth take heed leſt be fall, 
.- 8 ths Advice of the Apoſtle, and the ſincere Wiſh of, 
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